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Croatia has also been accepted as a candidate,
and negotiations will begin in 2005. All three
countries will receive pre-accession funds via
schemes like the Special Accession Programme
for Agriculture and Rural Development
(SAPARD), which is already very much in
evidence on plaques attached to stainless-
steel vats and newly planted vines across
Bulgaria and Romania. Turkish membership 
is still on the cards in the longer term.

There’s no doubt that SAPARD funds are driving investment in Bulgaria
and Romania, but the bureaucracy is nightmarish. One winery reported
submitting 1,600 pages for a single project. Wineries also have to be able
to fund projects upfront and then claim back their 51 per cent subsidy,
which effectively makes money available only to the bigger companies. It
appears that Hungary may not have used up all its SAPARD funds ahead
of accession, a sign that the programme is not fulfilling all its aims.

The new member countries from May 2004 have differing views about
the impact of EU membership. In Slovenia, wineries report more EU

DR CAROLINE GILBY MW is a freelance writer specializing in Eastern Europe 
and viticulture. She contributed to Wines of the World and has been published in
Decanter, Harpers Wine and Spirit Weekly, Off Licence News, and New Scientist. She is on
the editorial board of the Journal of Wine Research. She has a PhD in plant sciences,
but left science to become senior wine buyer for a major UK retail chain, with
Eastern Europe as part of her patch. She lectures for the WSET Diploma on
tasting technique, vinification, and wine handling, and judges at international
wine shows. Caroline also works as an independent consultant to the wine
trade, and served for four years on the Wine Standards Board.

Eastern & 
Southeastern Europe

The EU – past, present, and future – still reverberates
across Eastern & Southeastern Europe. Bulgaria and
Romania will join on 1 January 2007, provided both
countries are ready.

DR CAROLINE GILBY MW

Dr Caroline Gilby MW



GLOBAL REPORTS EASTERN & SOUTHEASTERN EUROPE 203202 WINE REPORT 2006 GLOBAL REPORTS

vineyards abandoned. Mapping of quality wine regions is also under 
way. In November 2004, however, the Italians and Spanish officially
objected to the term DOC (Denumire di Origine Controllata). In defence 
of Romania, its language has Latin roots too, and Romanians have been
using this description since 1975.

Croatia is aiming to plant 13,000 ha ahead of joining the EU,
although leading grower Ivan Enjingi reckons this is overambitious,
since state-owned holdings are not being released to growers fast
enough. This area is also insufficient to meet home-market consumption,
never mind growing demands from tourism. Tomic points out that there
are no plans to tackle fragmented land parcels, and lack of availability 
of planting material, especially for local varieties, is a problem too.

Political stability, or lack of it, is the other main story for this part 
of Europe, making the investment environment less than favourable.
Ukraine had just been forced to rerun its presidential election at the 
time of writing; while it is hoped that completion of a major oil pipeline
through Georgia will bring more stability to the region. In Moldova, the
Romanian-speaking majority is feeling under threat by moves that make
Russian the official language.

On the positive side, there is an increasing awareness of a wine world
outside their borders in these former CIS states. Georgian Wines & Spirits
(GWS) has a Georgian-Australian winemaker; Aussie Jon Worontschak 
is working in Russia and Moldova; and Italian consultant Matura
International is talking to potential clients in Ukraine and Georgia. Brit
Angela Muir has produced the Firebird range in Moldova and a French
team has released its first wines from Château le Grand Vostock in Russia.

Grapevine

• Tibor Gál, one of Hungary’s most
influential winemakers, was tragically
killed in a road accident in South
Africa in February 2005. Undoubtedly
one of Hungary’s most famous faces
on the international wine scene,
he was a mover and shaker in his
beloved homeland too. After working
at Egervin and then Nagyrede, he
moved to Tenuta dell’Ornellaia in
Bolgheri, where he became chief
winemaker. In 1993 he set up GIA 
in his home region of Eger. Always
tireless, he continued to consult 

for Ornellaia as well as wineries in
Friuli and elsewhere in Hungary; in
2004 he became part-owner of the
Capaia winery in South Africa. He
was Winemaker of the Year in
Hungary in 1998 and was endowed
with the Knight’s Cross of the
Republic of Hungary in 2001. Gál 
was particularly proud that his 
1998 Ornellaia was voted top wine
of the year by Wine Spectator in
2001. His passion and enthusiasm 
will be sadly missed.

tourism, since visitors can now buy 10 cases of wine, and professional
buyers scouting. Samo Kupljen points out that these buyers expect 
low prices typical of an undeveloped Eastern European economy, yet 
Slovenia has a GDP higher than Portugal and Greece. Bureaucracy for
exports has been simplified.

Hungary is likely to feel the pinch from increased competition from
both EU and New World imports, now that import duties have dropped
from 62 to 8 per cent. Hungarians are claimed to be fiercely loyal to their
local producers, but the reality is that sales at the bottom end of the
market will be challenged by cheap imports and top-end prices will look
expensive compared to France and Italy. The Czech and Slovak markets
are already significant wine importers, but membership of the EU means
that New World wines have become cheaper (duty has dropped from 35
to 8 per cent), and global brand owners are already chasing these markets.

EU legislation is another concern in this part of Europe, where the 
wine industry in its current form is only a dozen years old. EU-compatible
laws tend to be restrictive and focus on maintaining the status quo rather
than encouraging improvement through flexibility. For instance, Shiraz is
not an authorized variety for Romania, yet Carl Reh has gone ahead and
planted it anyway and is now on its third vintage, which, it hopes, will
prove to the authorities that Shiraz should be permitted. Philip Cox at
RecasC also complains about the lack of flexibility in switching varieties 
to those that the market actually wants.

Bulgaria has negotiated an increase in its vineyard area to 153,000 ha
by 2007 – more than the total vineyard areas of Hungary, Cyprus, the
Czech Republic, Slovenia, and Slovakia put together. It seems unlikely 
that Bulgaria can achieve this: officially over 130,000 ha are registered,
but fewer than 90,000 ha are in wine production. Putting fragmented
land into worthwhile parcels remains extremely difficult and funding
planting at around €10,000 per hectare is a challenge. A 51 per cent
SAPARD subsidy is available only to agricultural enterprises, which 
most wineries are not. The problem is highlighted by the fact that in 
2004 only 78 permits were granted for just 2,000 ha of new vineyards.

In Romania, there is a rush to buy land ahead of accession (land prices
are up 30 per cent) in spite of the difficulties of putting together tiny
plots. Officially there are now 177,925 ha under vine, a fall of 17.5 per
cent in the last year, with just 89,000 ha planted to vinifera varieties.
The rest is planted with poor-quality hybrids, which Romania has to
remove by 2014. Much of the land under vine has actually fallen out 
of production due to neglect, yet owners who cannot be bothered to
cultivate are hardly going to tackle the paperwork burden to declare
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Most countries in Eastern and Southeastern Europe claim a loyal 
domestic market and see little threat from either EU or New World
imports. However, global supermarket chains are expanding aggressively
and gaining market share as shopping habits change. In Hungary, where 
Tesco is number one, the supermarket share of wine sales has gone 
from 25 per cent to 40 per cent in under three years. Metro, Carrefour,
Cora, and Billa are players in Bulgaria, Romania, and Croatia.

While these companies currently buy local products, they will inevitably
exercise their global sourcing muscle and purchase from the most profitable
sources. In Romania, foreign-owned chains are already pushing deals on
imported wines, possibly to make a point to local producers, whose prices
have risen steeply in the last couple of years and who do not ‘play the game’
with listing fees and funded promotions (standard practice in the West).

Labour concerns

Viticulture is traditionally very labour-intensive, especially in this part of
Europe, where labour has been plentiful and cheap and unemployment
high. Average wages in Romania are just €175 per month, €150 in
Bulgaria. Minimum pay rates in Bulgaria are due to rise in 2005 and,
while the industry claims to pay more than the minimum wage already,
it is bound to have an effect on funding pensions and maintaining
differentials. Hungarian wages are heading up towards typical EU rates,
while in Slovenia, workers who used to come from Serbia will find
themselves shut out from the EU.

All these are signs of a crisis beginning to brew and wineries must 
take steps to be prepared. One 650-ha winery needs 1,000 workers to
bring in the harvest, and they must be housed, fed, and paid. Increasingly
people do not want to do low-paid seasonal work, or prefer to head 
west to countries like Spain, where they can work a succession of crops.
Stephen Bennett at Murfatlar Winery reports paying train fares to bring
workers down from the north of Romania; last year one neighbouring
300-ha vineyard in the Murfatlar region was left unpicked due to lack of
workers. The alternative – machine harvesting – is pricey at €300,000 
for a machine, plus the cost of retrellising and replacing concrete posts.
Nonetheless, in Romania both Carl Reh and RecasC are using steel posts 
in their new plantings in preparation for a mechanized future.

Opinion:
Beware the rise of supermarkets

TOKAJI 
PRIVATIZATION FAILS

Privatization of the Tokaji Trading
House, or Kereskedó́ház, failed in
December 2004 after the state rejected
the only offer that had been tendered
as ridiculously low. An MBO team had
apparently offered less than €1 million.
Private bids will now be sought directly.

Other leading producers in the
region would prefer to see the group
liquidated or broken up, as its
perceived policy of low prices and low
quality has undermined attempts to
reposition Tokaji as one of the world’s
greatest sweet wines. The former
Borkombinat was run with a major
political and social function, as it was
required to buy grapes from growers,
whatever the quality. Any private
buyer is unlikely to wish to continue
this role and may be concerned about
protests and unrest from growers
losing their guaranteed market.

TOKAJ LAUNCHES 
DRY WINES

Dry wines are becoming an increasing
feature in Tokaj. Tokaji evangelist István
Szepsy has produced the first dry wine
he feels good enough to launch under
his own name, and Royal Tokaji and
Dobogó have also launched their first
dry wines. As Szepsy points out, the
market for sweet wines (especially
such expensive ones) is always going
to be tiny, whereas dry wine can appeal
to a much bigger market sector. Georges
Rasko of Royal Tokaji concurs, pointing
out that 95 per cent of Hungarians
drink dry wine; he also admits that
these wines (along with late-harvest
wines) are good for cash flow too.

CYPRUS GRAPE
GROWERS PROTEST

Angry grape growers in Cyprus have
been involved in mass protests,
blocking major roads with tractors 
to draw attention to their plight.
They had enjoyed generous subsidies
and guarantees to pay for surplus
production and exports of cheap 
bulk wine, but, since joining the EU,
only a land subsidy of CYP 200 per
hectare remains.

Part of the problem was with 
the timing of EU entry since, by May,
growers had already spent money on
their vines. By midsummer, it had
become clear that a huge harvest 
was on the way and wineries were 
no longer prepared to pay inflated
prices for grapes. Sources estimate
market demand for around
30,000–32,000 tonnes of grapes 
for bottled wine, but in the end the
wineries agreed to take around
65,000 tonnes at much lower prices
to enable them to be competitive.
This left an estimated 15–20 per cent
of grapes unharvested, since it wasn’t
worth the cost of picking them.

The year 2005 will be pivotal 
for the industry, which needs to
restructure and move away from 
bulk exports and look towards 
higher-quality sales in bottle. The
government is currently working on 
a strategy for the future that is likely
to include grubbing up 15–20 per
cent of vineyards and plans to
restructure the very fragmented 
land holdings into more viable plots.
Legislation for an appellation of
origin scheme has been published,
though detailed decrees will take
another year.
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Grapevine

• The Villány region of Hungary 
has developed its own appellation
system, Eredetvédelmi Rendszer, to
be shortened to HDC (Hungaricus
Districtus Controllatus). It will have
two quality levels – Classic and
Premium – with maximum yields
limited and quality monitored by a
committee still to be established. It
will be in place from the 2005 harvest.

• Dobogó Winery in Tokaj made a
small batch of icewine as a trial in
January 2004.

• Slovakia ended its 40-year dispute
with Hungary and in June 2004 signed
an agreement for recognition of Tokaji.
This covers an area of 565.2 ha, of
which around 375 ha are currently
cultivated. Harmonized legislation on
quality, marketing, and production is
due to be agreed by July 2005.

• Carl Reh’s Oprisor Winery has
undergone its third Ecocert audit and
will be fully organic from the 2005
harvest, making it Romania’s only
registered organic producer. Californian
Andrew George was in place for 
the 2004 harvest. Fifty hectares of
imported clones of Pinot Noir and
Sauvignon Blanc are being planted.

• Château le Grand Vostock in
Russia has released its first wines.
The former state wine farm has a
new winery designed by French
architects and winemaking input from
a team from Mouton-Rothschild.

• Russian ‘mining to metals’
conglomerate Ariant was reported
last year to have purchased control of

Russia’s famous sparkling-wine
producer Abrau Durso.The state,
rumoured to be unhappy about
losing control of a national treasure,
has retained 70 per cent ownership,
with Ariant holding 12 per cent.
Ariant has also harvested grapes
from around 6,000 ha processed 
at a winery it owns in Taman.

• The legendary Massandra Winery
in Ukraine auctioned wine from its
library collection at Sotheby’s in
December 2004.The sale raised only
£149,391, well short of the pre-sale
estimate of £500,000.The collection
contains over 1 million bottles dating
back to 1775 and the value had been
estimated at US$150 million.

• France’s Castel is reported to be
investing more than US$3 million to
set up a winery in Azerbaijan, and has
taken a long-term lease for a 1,000-ha
plot of land in the Jalalabad region.

• Ivan Enjingi of Croatia was
awarded two trophies for his wines in
the first Decanter World Wine Awards.
He is developing his own selections
of Grasvevina and has developed 10 ha
of nursery plantings to replant his
own vineyards and to supply friends.

• Kavaklidere has built a new US$10
million winery in Cappadocia,Turkey,
and has brought in Marc Dworkin to
work on improving blending and new
vineyards. Another winery is being
built in the Aegean region in the
northwest of Turkey, surrounded by 
a new 150-ha vineyard to reduce the
need for lengthy overland transport.

which are delivered to the grower when the crop is deemed ready and
good enough. Pressure to pick grapes early, before they are stolen, is
another concern. Murfatlar in Romania employs 50 full-time security guards
in the runup to the harvest, while, in Bulgaria, the Belvedere Group
reports that many growers started to pick before official permission 
was granted, to beat uncertain weather, thefts, and fierce competition.

Identity crisis
This huge part of Europe suffers from a major identity crisis on two 
levels. First, the communist setup tended to mean that wineries were
named after the region they were in, but this has left a legacy of private
companies with geographical names – a cause of endless confusion 
that potentially undermines any quality efforts made by wineries.
British-owned Prahova Wine Cellars has just relaunched itself as 
Cramele Halewood to reflect its wider geographical base now that it
owns vineyards in Transylvania and Cernavoda, but there is a widespread
need for wineries to develop clear branding and unique identities.

On a national level, all the countries in the region have vastly different
cultures and attitudes to wine. Bulgaria is a Slavic nation, with heavy spirits
consumption and an inclination towards drinking to forget, yet it also has
a fabulous legacy of Thracian history. The Georgians see themselves as a
Mediterranean culture and the birthplace of wine. Romania is a very 
Latin nation, with a strong wine-drinking habit, though 75 per cent of 
the domestic market is for sweeter styles. Here knowledge about wine 
is severely lacking – an opportunity that needs to be developed. The
country’s wine image is so poor that RecasC is launching a new brand 
as Legend of Transylvania – a stronger message than Romania.

Hungary is becoming an increasingly popular tourist destination,
but has yet to communicate an image as a wine nation, in spite of its
legendary Tokaji. Slovenia is a tiny and ruggedly beautiful country, but
few people even know where it is. An attempt to promote its wine
faltered after just one year, leaving individual producers to struggle 
on with no real focus. Bulgaria set up a Wine Fund in 2004 to act as 
a promotional body, but neither producers nor the state contributed
funds, so much-needed promotion has not happened.

Governments need to realize that good wine can be a great
ambassador for their countries, but consumers and most trade buyers
remain unaware of these national differences. Changing this will not
happen by itself – communication and cooperation are vital.

Land and quality

The issue of land ownership and its influence on quality still has to be
tackled. The right noises are now being made about fruit quality and
planting vineyards, but it is expensive and very long term. Initial steps like
better canopy management can pay back over just three to four years by
reducing disease pressure. Producers like Carl Reh, who want sourcing
flexibility in the short term, have developed other ways to control quality.
Carl Reh buys grapes only when they are picked into its own 500-kg bins,
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Slovenia reports big differences between east and west. In the west,
whites are fruity and fresh with good acidity, while reds have good colour
and fruit, except for Cabernet, which showed green tannins. In the east,
it was a struggle to get grapes ripe at all and the harvest is typically low 
in sugar and high in acid, except where yields were severely reduced.

Continental Croatia reports a slightly better-than-average vintage where
vineyards were well tended, though up to a month late and with some
botrytis development for sweet wines. Coastal growers report better-than-
expected results, about 15 days late, but reds, especially Plavac Mali,
benefited from 20 days of good weather just before the harvest, with 
yields higher and wines less tannic than normal.

Growers in the Czech Republic are pleased with 2004. Warm days and cool
nights into October meant that vines retained their leaves for longer than
usual, allowing good ripening and development of aromatics. In Slovakia, the
harvest was very late, with growers who waited until November reporting
good sugar levels and healthy fruit, but growers who picked earlier consider
the year to be average or below. Botrytis for sweet wine did not start to
develop until November, but will enable production of wines at 5–6 putnov.

Georgia reports one of the best vintages. Flowering went well and no rain
fell until July, with around 1–2 per cent of the crop lost to disease. A warm
summer with cool nights has resulted in expressive and well-balanced whites
and reds with fine, well-matured tannins due to the extended ripening period.

In both Moldova and Russia 2004 was a difficult year. Disease pressures
were high and on clay soils waterlogging prevented some Russian producers
from getting on to the land to spray. Some producers compensated through
severe selection. Moldovan whites are very high in acid and will require
deacidification. Harvest volumes here are up by 10 per cent to 680,000
tonnes, an average yield of 4.7 tonnes/ha.

The Turkish harvest should have been pretty good, with rain early in 
the year but good growing conditions and increased yields, except in
Thrace, where heavy rain at harvest washed out much of the crop.
Quality, especially in reds, has been reduced by fierce competition and
pressure to pick early for quick cash returns.

Update on the previous five vintages
2003

Vintage rating: Red: 95 (except Ukraine & southeast 
Romania),White: 90, Sweet: 90
A year marked by the hot dry summer across Europe, with most countries
reporting particularly good results for reds and a very early start to the harvest.

Vintage Report
Advance report on the latest harvest

2004

Lateness is the common feature of this vintage, with producers across Eastern
and Southeastern Europe reporting picking between two and four weeks later
than normal. It is also a year when professionalism in managing vineyards,
particularly in canopy management and spraying programmes, paid off, as
disease pressures from mildew and grey rot were high. Low yields were crucial
in achieving full ripeness in many areas due to the lateness of ripening. Winter
temperatures were generally moderate, with no reports of severe frosts; a fairly
cool, damp spring replenished soil moisture levels after the dry 2003 season.
This also delayed budbreak and the start of the vegetative period.

In Romania, weather during flowering was good, resulting in a complete
berry set, but July and August were colder than usual with prolonged periods
of rain. Oidium and peronospera, followed by grey rot, were problems for
growers who skimped on spraying, as proved in the Banat region, where some
growers’ plots were left unpicked. Overall yield was up 12.3 per cent to
963,000 tonnes, an average of 5.4 tonnes/ha. Western Romania reports good
quality, with whites especially showing nice aromatics and good acid levels.
Dealul Mare reds suffered from lower sugars and higher acids than was ideal.

The Bulgarian harvest is estimated at 350,000 tonnes, with quality
slightly lower than 2003 and notable for very fresh whites. Summer
hailstorms caused damage around Rousse, Sliven, and Bourgas. Summer
rainfall also encouraged mildew, with Stork Nest spraying nine times
instead of its normal three or four times.

In Hungary, the growing season and harvest were possibly the latest on
record, but most growers are satisfied with the results. Whites and rosés are
showing good fruit levels and crisp acidity, although reds around Lake Balaton
ripened well only on favoured sites. A changeable season in the south, with
warm weather alternating with rainy spells, meant extensive vineyard work to
minimize disease. Kadarka seems to have been worst hit. Harvesting in Tokaj
started late, at the end of October, and lasted into December. May and June
were wet, delaying flowering and resulting in uneven fruit set. July and August
were warm, October cold and wet, but luckily there was no frost in November.
Most producers report several tris. Good levels of botrytis developed by the
end of October, but without the concentration of a great year, so wines are
expected to be elegant and fruity, but mainly at lower puttonyos levels.
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than normal. Ukraine produced promising reds, with good colour and sugar
levels around Odessa. In Moldova, 2002 was a very good vintage showing
good varietal character. Slovenian production is down 20–30 per cent. Overall,
sugar levels are good and quality high, but there was some rot in early whites.

2001

Vintage rating: Red: 80,White: 75, Sweet: 75
A rain-soaked September caused mould and poor flavours for some Tokaji
producers, though some decent aszú wines have been made with ultra-
careful selection. Elsewhere in Hungary, budding was early, with no late
frosts, and summer was warm and dry. Early whites picked before the
September rain were above average and reds picked late were sound too.

It was a good, ripe year in Romania, but small berry size due to the 
dry summer meant that yields were slightly lower than 2000. Bulgaria
suffered from a second year of drought, reducing crops by as much as 
50 per cent due to shrivelling. Some producers report good wines, but 
vines in poor condition shut down and failed to ripen.

2000

Vintage rating: Red: 85–90,White: 85–90, Sweet: 90
In Tokaj, this was an excellent vintage from a very long, hot, dry summer.
The harvest lasted from August to the end of October, giving huge sugar
levels and great flavours. A very good vintage across all of Hungary, with
fully ripe fruit and high alcohol levels; the wines are maturing quickly,
however, due to low acidity levels.

One of the finest recent vintages in Romania, showing ripe, healthy 
fruit, balanced acidity, and good keeping potential. A very good year in
Bulgaria too, with disease-free fruit and high sugars, though dependent 
on vineyard management.

1999

Vintage rating: Red: 85–90,White: 80, Sweet: 95
Another classic Tokaji year of excellent quality, with really concentrated 
aszú berries and intense fruit acids giving superb balance, elegance, and
keeping potential. Also a very good year for reds in Hungary.

Romanian reds are very good, uniformly ripe with high sugars and 
good acidity. Late frost damaged as much as 40 per cent of the white 
crop in the southeast, and rain during harvest in some areas also affected
whites. International red varieties in Bulgaria (especially Cabernet and
Merlot) did best in this high-quality vintage.

In Bulgaria, quality was reported as very good, with high levels of sugar
and polyphenols at harvest, but with unusually high acidity levels.

The western areas of Romania had a warm, dry summer and quality was
very good. Dealul Mare was badly hit by drought at flowering, causing very
poor fruit set, while Murfatlar had a disastrous rainy period just before harvest.

In Moldova, the 2003 harvest was 25 per cent higher than 2002 and
quality was reported as excellent – the best vintage in the last five years.

Slovenia had a very early vintage with extremely high-quality reds (the
best ever for some producers), but some whites suffered from low acidity.

Tokaj in Hungary saw drought affecting vines on free-draining soils. It
was a long picking season, with a lower aszú yield than expected. Generally
regarded as a good to very good year, it lacks the balancing acidity of 1999
and is not as rich in sugar as 2000. Very good to outstanding results were
reported for dry and late-harvest wines. The rest of Hungary reported excellent
reds and intense fruit flavours in whites, but with low acidity in some varieties.

In Croatia, the harvest was the earliest in the last hundred years. Overall,
2003 here was a year with lots of extract, alcohol, and excellent quality.
Cyprus also reported one of the best vintages in recent years and good
quantities. In Slovakia, careful canopy management was required to 
prevent sunburn in white varieties. Picking of Riesling was delayed until
October in the south of the country, but with grapes picked in perfect
condition. Reports from Ukraine were of a generally poor summer, though
western growing areas had a good vintage in both quantity and quality.

2002 

Vintage rating: Red: 80,White: 80, Sweet: 85
A mixed year, ranging from outstanding in Romania’s Transylvanian region
to below average in areas such as northern Bulgaria and southeast
Romania, which were hit by heavy rains.

Hungarian wines are very concentrated, with whites especially good and
reds above average. In Tokaj, hopes for a great aszú vintage were dashed
by some rain in October, but the wine is rated as very good, especially for
fruit harvested early.

Reports from Romania suggest that as much as 60 per cent of the crop
was rot-damaged around Murfatlar. However, most other areas showed
very good quality but heavily reduced yields due to drought at flowering.

In Bulgaria, summer rains and low temperatures kept acids high and
affected sugar accumulation. Overall, whites are average and reds difficult. The
vintage in Macedonia, also described as difficult, will require careful selection.

Quality is good in Cyprus, though low in quantity. Unusually, Turkey was
hit by rain around harvest, resulting in more botrytis and weather damage
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7 Ats Cuvee 2003 Royal Tokaji Wine
Company, Hungary (HUF 2,700)

8 Kékoportó 2003 Tiffán Ede és
Zsolt, Hungary (HUF 1,400)

9 Pinot Grigio River Route 2004
Carl Reh Winery, Romania 
(ROL 113,000)

0 ZZ (Zenit/Zefir) 2003
Hungarovin, Hungary (HUF 1,000)

MOST EXCITING OR
UNUSUAL FINDS

1 Tokaji Furmint Szent Tamás
2003 Szepsy, Hungary (HUF 6,700)
Furmint is best known for sweet
wines.Tokaji’s leading producer,
István Szepsy, has produced his
first dry wine under his own name.
A superb example of Furmint’s
potential as a high-quality wine and
its ability to reflect terroir.Arguably
the finest dry Tokaji so far.

2 Grasvevina Kasna Berba 2002
Ivan Enjingi, Croatia (HRK 76) 
Fantastic depth and complexity
from a grape that is often just a
workhorse across Eastern Europe.
Enjingi is passionate about the
potential for this grape from what
he believes is its true homeland 
in continental Croatia.

3 La Cetate Shiraz 2003 Carl Reh
Winery, Romania (ROL 1,500,000
per 1.5-litre bottle, limited release)
Shiraz is not as yet an authorized
grape for Romania, but this ripe,
harmonious wine from young vines
demonstrates that it has real
potential here on outcrops of Terra
Rossa down in the far southwest.

4 Kékfrankos Selection 2000
Takler, Hungary (HUF 3,200) 
A revelation for the often-thin
Kékfrankos, showing that careful
selection, low yields, and good
winemaking can make it a rich,
velvety, blackberry-and-spice wine.

5 Teodor Rdece Réserve 2000
Marjan Simcvicv, Slovenia (SIT 4,200)

Based on Merlot with a touch of
Cabernet. It is mainly grown in
vineyards over the Italian border
into Collio, but winemaking in
Slovenia means value for money.
Lovely complexity and elegance.

6 Rebula 2002 Sutor, Slovenia (SIT
3,800) Rebula is showing great
potential in Slovenia for distinctive,
high-quality wines.A lovely example
from an upcoming producer, with
lots of depth and complexity.

7 Soproni Frettner 2001 Weninger,
Hungary (HUF 2,600) A harmonious
blend of Kékfrankos, Merlot, and
Shiraz that demonstrates a new
level of winemaking in Sopron by
Austrian Franz Weninger.The
moderating effect of the lake
nearby makes it possible to ripen
red varieties like Shiraz in spite 
of its northerly location.

8 Feteascav Regalav 2004 RecasC
Winery, Romania (ROL 90,000)
Grown only here and in Hungary,
Feteascav Regalav is generally
sweetened and sold locally or to
Scandinavia. Its attractive floral
aromatics combined with peachy
fruit and good body suggest it is
worthy of attention as a dry wine
– and at a bargain price, too.

9 Kéknyelú́ 2003 Domaine
Szeremley, Hungary (HUF 2,500) A
new vintage of the rare ‘blue stem’
grape shows that it is not just a
quirky one-off. Hungary should
look to its distinctive local varieties
to help create a unique identity.

0 Tamada Napareuli 2001
Georgian Wines & Spirits, Georgia
(GEL 15) GWS’s Georgian-
Australian winemaker has been
working hard to tame Saperavi,
which has huge potential for high-
quality wines but needs care to
manage its fierce acidity and
tannic structure. Enormous colour
and concentration; built to last.

GREATEST WINE
PRODUCERS

1 Szepsy (Hungary)
2 Királyudvar (Hungary)
3 Domaine de Disznókó́ (Hungary)
4 Edi Simcvicv (Slovenia)
5 Marjan Simcvicv (Slovenia)
6 Malatinszky Kúria (Hungary)
7 Atila Gere (Hungary)
8 Weninger (Hungary)
9 Ivan Enjingi (Croatia)
0 Château Belá (Slovakia)

FASTEST-IMPROVING
PRODUCERS

1 RecasC Winery (Romania) 
2 Carl Reh Winery (Romania)
3 Stork Nest Estates (Bulgaria)
4 Domaine Szeremley (Hungary)
5 Georgian Wines and Spirits

Company (Georgia)
6 SERVE (Romania)
7 Cricova-Acorex (Moldova)
8 Belvedere Group (Domaine

Menada, Domaine Sakar,
Oriachovitza, Bulgaria)

9 AurVin (Firebird, Moldova)
0 Murfatlar (Romania) (dry whites)

NEW UP-AND-COMING
PRODUCERS

1 Dobogó (Tokaj, Hungary) 
2 Maxxima (Bulgaria) 
3 Sutor (Slovenia)
4 Takler (Hungary)
5 Kupljen (Slovenia)
6 Vylyan (Hungary)
7 Santa Sarah (Bulgaria)
8 Damianitza (Bulgaria)
9 Liszt Pincezet (Hungary) 
0 Arvay (Hungary)

BEST-VALUE
PRODUCERS

1 RecasC Winery (Romania) 
2 Carl Reh Winery (Romania) 
3 Chateau Vincent (Hungary) 
4 Hilltop Neszmély Winery (Hungary)

5 Maxxima (Bulgaria)
6 Nagyréde Winery (Hungary)
7 Stork Nest Estates (Bulgaria)
8 Nyakas Winery (Budai, Hungary)
9 Chapel Hill, Balaton-Boglár Winery

(Hungary)
0 Halewood Wine Cellars (Romania)

GREATEST-QUALITY
WINES

1 Tokaji Aszú 6 Puttonyos 2000
Szepsy, Hungary (HUF 19,800)

2 Tokaji Aszú 6 Puttonyos 2000
Királyudvar, Hungary (HUF 14,600)

3 Kapi Tokaji Aszú 6 Puttonyos
1999 Domaine de Disznókó́,
Hungary (HUF 15,000)

4 Duet Riserva 2001
Edi Simcvicv, Slovenia (SIT 8,500)

5 Teodor Belo Reserve 2001
Marjan Simcvicv, Slovenia (SIT 3,000)

6 Villány Cabernet Franc
Selection 2002 Weninger & Gere,
Hungary (HUF 6,300) 

7 Villány Cabernet Franc 2003
Malatinszky Kúria, Hungary 
(HUF 12,000)

8 Solus Merlot 2000
Atila Gere, Hungary (HUF 8,500)

9 Pinot Gris 2003
Edi Simcvicv, Slovenia (SIT 4,000)

0 Private Reserve 2001
Maxxima, Bulgaria (BGN 23.50)

BEST BARGAINS

1 La Cetate Merlot 2003 Carl Reh
Winery, Romania (ROL 190,000)

2 Cabernet Sauvignon Reserva
2002 RecasC Winery, Romania 
(ROL 300,000)

3 Crystal Dry 2000 Chateau
Vincent, Hungary (HUF 2,100)

4 Pinot Noir 2003 RecasC Winery,
Romania (ROL 100,000)

5 Szamarodni 2002 Zemplen Ridge,
Hungary (HUF 4,900)

6 Tokaji Furmint 2003
Royal Tokaji Wine Company,
Hungary (HUF 1,500)


