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The Russian health minister claimed that 
the Moldovan and Georgian wines were 
contaminated with heavy metals and 
pesticides, and that they endangered the 
Russian consumer. Little hard evidence 
was produced to support Russia’s action, 
not least because many grape growers in 
these countries are far too poor to afford 
agrochemicals anyway. Several commentators 
believe that wine is being used as a political 
football to punish both countries for daring to 

look West. Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Valeriu Ostalep claimed a clear 
link between the timing of the ban and political disputes with Russia over 
the breakaway Transnistria region. “It came immediately after we changed 
the system of monitoring border controls with Ukraine,” he stated. 

For Moldova, this situation has been desperate. It was already the 
poorest country in Europe, with a minimum monthly salary of US$32, and 
yet the most heavily dependent on wine in the world. Wine accounted for 
25 per cent of export earnings in 2005, worth around $312 million, with 
CIS states taking $300 million and more than 85 per cent of that going 
to Russia. Until the embargo, Moldova was Russia’s top supplier, though 
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Grapevine

• Michel Rolland, the renowned 
winemaker and oenologist, has 
become chief winemaking consultant 
to Telish Wine Cellars in Bulgaria. 
He is involved in a project that will 
include 200 ha of new vineyard and 
construction of a winery, due to have 
finished by June 2007. 

• Leading Tokaji producer István 
Szepsy has parted company with 
Királyudvar to concentrate on his 
own eponymous winery, working 
with his son and daughters. His plans 
include focusing on a range of dry 
wines reflecting terroir, increasing the 
range to nine or 10, and working on 
vineyard management of Furmint to 
improve consistency of ripening.

• RecasC Winery, Romania, has 
invested a further €3 million in 
winery and vineyard improvements. 
The winery now has fully automatic 

temperature control. Hartley 
Smithers, senior winemaker at Casella 
in Australia, made the wine for the 
second year running in 2006. 

• Jidvei in Romania has completely 
renovated its winemaking facilities in 
a €7-million project, part funded by 
SAPARD. The winery already had the 
biggest single vineyard in Romania, at 
936 ha, and is continuing to buy land 
for further planting. 

• Terra Tangra in Bulgaria launched 
its first wines in 2006, made from 
French clones planted three years 
ago. Its 300 ha of vineyards will be 
certified organic from 2007.

• Egon Muller’s Kastel Bela project 
in Slovakia has started to buy land for 
its own vineyards, but will not start 
planting until a big enough parcel to 
retrellis has been put together. 

country and also of Moldovans moving to Bulgaria. Exports of Bulgarian 
bottled wine to Russia were up by 75 per cent even before the ban. 
Shipments from Romania have also increased, and there are stories of 
massive increases in exports from Moldova to Romania, since this was 
cheaper than making wine in Romania in 2006. 

Moldova briefly imposed a ban on all exports of bulk wine in November, 
in an apparent attempt to head off the threat of action by the Russian 
president of Ukraine. Ukraine was hit very hard by winter frost, losing up 
to 80 per cent of the grape crop in the south, and has seen significant 
wine and grape shipments from Moldova to compensate. Sales from two 
Ukraine wineries to Russia were recently stopped amid claims that they 
were re-exporting Moldovan wine. 

Russia itself was also hit by frosts of –32°C (–25°F), leaving it short 
by around 3.8 million hl. Russian winemakers are allowed to blend in 
40 per cent of imported material, and there are huge volumes being 
shipped from Spain, Chile, and Argentina. “Where it’s all going and 
under what labels is anyone’s guess. If a wine is brought in unstabilized 
or unfiltered, it is exempt from most taxes, and if processed in Russia 
it’s considered Russian,” said one source. 

market share had recently dropped to 45 per cent in the face of the 
growing competition from Western Europe and the New World. 

The problem that Moldova seems reluctant to recognize is that much of 
its sales have been of very low-quality, semi-sweet wine sold to Russia on 
price alone – shipments so huge that many wineries have dedicated railway 
connections. The Western world’s wine markets are already saturated, and 
there is no obvious gap for Moldova to fill. It certainly won’t make much 
headway unless it tackles its winemaking styles, widespread poor quality, and 
the ever-present issues of fragmented landholdings and poorly tended vines. 

To make these changes requires investment in equipment, vineyards, 
and expertise. However, around 20 per cent of all bank credit has been 
going to wineries, based on guarantees against Russian wine sales, and 
funds have dried up. Even before the ban, some wineries were beginning 
to realize that this Russian gravy train could not last and had started to 
make changes in vineyards and equipment. The influx of European and 
heavily promoted New World wines is changing Russian taste, so this 
loss of market was a problem waiting to happen, albeit accelerated by 
Russian tactics to bring Moldova to heel. 

In the meantime, Moldovan workers and growers are suffering, and 
reports suggest that as much as 50 per cent of the industry may be 
bankrupted. Signs of a resolution to the ban were announced on 29 
November 2006 after a meeting between presidents Putin and Voronin. 
They agreed to allow resumption of exports in bottle from Moldova to 
Russia, subject to new control measures. The industry is still unclear as 
to how this will work in practice and how long it will take. 

Georgia has been exporting 80 per cent of its wine to Russia, and the 
ban is causing widespread panic and economic difficulties. It’s clearly a 
bigger issue than wine, since a ban on mineral water was announced in 
May, and sources reckon that the situation in Chechnya is the underlying 
cause. Many wineries are struggling financially and, having large stocks 
from the last vintage, have bought only limited quantities of the best 
grapes in 2006, so prices have collapsed. 

A government-backed scheme to persuade local businesses to help 
the industry by buying grapes appears to have taken up around 4,000 
tonnes out of an estimated 140,000-tonne harvest. Much of the surplus 
is reported to have been made into concentrate. Lado Uzunashvili 
(consultant to Pernod Ricard-owned GWS) says, “It is ironic that this is 
happening when the overall quality of Georgian wine has reached a high 
level, and the country was ready to present ‘Brand Georgia’ to the world.” 

The Russian situation may well be a huge opportunity for Bulgaria, and 
there have been reports of Russians hunting for wine supplies across the 
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Opinion: 
Stamp out fraudulent wine
Fake or fraudulent wines continue to blight wine industries across Eastern 
Europe and must be stamped out. In theory, these practices are illegal, 
but enforcement is ineffectual. Sometimes called “secondary” wines, 
these are made by adding sugar and water back to grape skins after the 
first fermentation to stretch the crop and produce some sort of alcoholic 
drink that can be sold as cheap wine. Sources claim that the grape 
harvest in Bulgaria is routinely overdeclared to “legitimize” these 
practices (by as much as 50 per cent, according to one source). Stands 
at the annual wine fair Vinaria in Bulgaria in March 2006 were openly 
selling artificial colourings for wine. 

Bulgaria is not the only country affected by this problem; there are 
reports of desperate producers in Moldova also returning to such 
practices. A recent check in Romania analysed 289 million litres of wine 
and found 29 per cent to be either fake or cases of “passing off” as 
something they weren’t. In Ukraine, politicians have claimed that as 
much as 75 per cent of wine sold in the country is faked and have drafted 
a bill for tighter controls on wine sales. Georgia has suffered heavily from 
counterfeiting, with a recent FAO study reporting that 90 per cent of 
Georgian wine on export markets is fraudulent. The government has 
reacted by shutting down labs that were issuing fake certificates, and 
putting in place a new regulatory body and “passport” system to improve 
traceability. Its embassies take legal action wherever possible, recognizing 
that Georgia’s reputation is being undermined. 

Grapevine

• Slovenia has been lobbying for 
a change in EU priorities, pointing 
out that funds available for distillation 
are almost double the amount 
available for wine promotion. The 
country is also moving towards 
integrated production and has a new 
wine district called Stajerska Slovenija, 
which replaces five smaller areas. 
This means that Podravje has just 
two districts instead of seven, 
which should make supply and 
marketing easier. 

• Franz Weninger, the leading 
Soproni producer (Hungary), has 
completed a new cellar and has 
converted to biodynamic cultivation. 
He reports earlier ripening and greater 
complexity in this year’s harvest. 

• In Moldova, a group of leading 
wineries is working together to 
form a generic association. This 
includes Acorex, Dionysos-Mereni, 
Château Vartely, DK Intertrade, 
Purcari, and Bostavan. 

TAX STAMPS IN RUSSIA 

The Russians have caused their own 
problems by delays in supplying new 
bar-coded tax stamps, which are 
applied at the customs warehouse on 
arrival in Russia, rather than at source. 
Since 50 per cent of alcohol sold in 
Russia is reckoned to be illegal, a new 
computerized tracking system was 
introduced, intended to reduce fraud. 
Inevitably, crashes and problems with 
software caused chaos. Stock taxed 
under the old system had to be sold off 
or withdrawn by the end of June, but 
failure to make new tax strips available 
in time resulted in shop shelves empty 
of wine and spirits in the summer – 
and distributors going out of business. 
Sales of beer have increased, and it 
was no surprise to hear stories of 
deaths caused by bootleg vodka. 

EXPANDING EU 

The EU continues to exert major 
influence across the region, and 
Bulgaria and Romania have swelled its 
ranks, joining in January 2007. Wine 

producers from countries joining last 
time round can warn them that it may 
not be easy under the new regime. 
Import restrictions will be relaxed, 
which will increase competition, 
especially from New World countries 
previously hampered by punitive local 
duties. Romania has already become 
a net importer of wine – notably cheap 
wine from Spain and Italy – and this 
seems likely to increase. 

Availability of labour may also 
become an issue, since it will be easier 
for workers to move across borders to 
find better-paid work. In the longer 
term, this will force wages up or 
wineries will have to mechanize. 
Substantial subsidies available through 
the EU’s SAPARD programme have 
driven massive investments in wineries 
and vineyards in these countries, but 
the funds will dry up. It will become 
almost impossible to plant new 
vineyards and change varieties, so there 
was a last frantic rush to get vines in 
the ground and projects approved 
before the end of 2006.

Grapevine

• In Bulgaria, textile and dairy 
magnate Eduardo Miroglio from 
Piedmont has invested more than 
€11 million in a winery, hotel, and 
vineyard complex near Sliven. So 
far, 180 ha have been planted, and 
plans include a number of Italian 
varieties new to Bulgaria. As part 
of acquiring the land, 1,300 plots 
were consolidated.

• A new wine office has been set 
up in Hungary, and a fund of HUF 8 
per litre, previously paid as excise 
duty, will to be used to fund wine 
promotions. However, an error in the 

legislation meant that funds could not 
be collected. This should be rectified 
by early 2007.

• The Cyprus Vine Commission 
organized the first-ever national 
Cyprus wine competition in March 
2006, judged by a panel of 
international tasters. The aim is to 
encourage competition between local 
producers to raise standards and also 
to help foster a sense of pride in local 
wines in a market under increasing 
pressure from imports. Petritis 2004 
(featured in Wine Report 2007) was 
the top-scoring dry wine.



Vintage Report
Advance report on the latest harvest

2006

This year has generally seen substantial improvement in quality over 2005 
across the region. Most areas experienced a cool August, retaining plenty 
of acidity, followed by a warm September bringing good ripeness levels. 

Moldova, southern Ukraine, and Russia were hit badly by severe winter 
cold, with temperatures dropping to –30°C (–22°F) and damaging up to 
80 per cent of vines in some places. Crop levels in Moldova were just 2.75 
tonnes per hectare, and a total of 200,000 tonnes – well below normal. Near 
Purcari some black grapes (Merlot, Malbec, and Shiraz) were virtually wiped 
out. Sugar levels at harvest were very high, but financial issues resulting from 
the ban meant problems with disease where spraying had not been carried 
out. In Georgia, summer rains brought high disease pressure, and in some 
areas black grapes are showing green acidity. In Russia, the growing season 
was hot and dry, so there was little disease and the limited crop is reported 
to be very high in quality. The Czech Republic was also hit by severe winter 
cold, affecting Neuberger, Müller-Thurgau, and Muscat. Grüner Veltliner had 
poor fruit set and produced only a third of the normal crop. August was rainy, 
but a warm September rescued the season and the result is very high-quality, 
healthy fruit with good acidity. Terrific results are reported in Slovakia.

Slovenia reports the best year since 1943, with fruit showing good 
sugar levels, body, and balanced acidities due to cool nights in August 
and September. Quantities are down by 25–50 per cent. Reports suggest 
that it was an average year in Croatia with some hot spells and rain 
before and during harvest. 

Hungary also reports excellent quality due to the warm September and 
October, accompanied by cool nights, giving fruit with excellent body, ripe 
flavours, and plenty of acidity. In Tokaj, aszú formation is good but low in 
quantity due to drought. Quality already seems much better than 2005 for 
dry, late-harvest, and aszú styles.

In Bulgaria, quality is very good on the whole, with some producers 
claiming the best vintage of the past decade, while others claim patchy 
results, depending on vineyard management. The north suffered from some 
frost damage, though the south avoided this. A mild spring and warm 
summer followed, with some rain towards the end of October. Romanian 
producers regard 2006 as a significant improvement over 2005. There was 

Grapevine

• Leading Cyprus producer 
Sophocles Vlassides is experimenting 
with native Maratheftiko, trialling cold 
soaks and extended maceration, as 
well as working in the vineyard to 
tackle the variety’s propensity for 
excess vigour and uneven berry set. 

• Halewood Wine Cellars has 
brought in Aussie winemaker Stephen 
Bennett, who has previously worked 
for other wineries in Romania. It 
has also hired a new vineyard 
manager, Valentin Resdeman, a 
native Transylvanian who has just 
returned after six years at Katnook 

in Coonawarra. New plantings at 
Cernavodav include Shiraz, Sangiovese, 
Semillon, and Viognier. 

• Bulgarian garagiste Santa Sarah 
is producing its first Pinot Noir in 
2006; owner Ivo Genowski made an 
amazing Mavrud icewine in early 
2006, with guidance from Jürgen 
Hoffman of Reh Kendermann.

• Cyprus continues to be free of 
phylloxera, but trials with rootstocks 
are likely to be in place soon – in 
particular to tackle problems of 
chlorosis in Shiraz.

At the same time, “home-made” wines should be eliminated, because 
many drinkers still believe these wines (often sold by the roadside in plastic 
bottles) are more authentic than commercial wines. This undermines 
efforts to raise the quality and profile of wine in the domestic market. In 
Bulgaria, it is estimated that 120 million litres of home-made wine are 
still produced, and in Macedonia an estimated 35 per cent of grapes go 
into home-made wine and rakia. In Moldova, hybrids like Isabella and 
Lidia are still used for home-made wine, vinified semi-sweet. This means 
that efforts to get growers involved in tasting the end product are 
hampered by a huge gulf of understanding. Ironically, this is all happening 
at a time when the region’s top producers are really finding their feet and 
making some very exciting wines that show a true sense of place. 

Supermarkets spreading east

Last year’s Wine Report warned about the rise of Western supermarket 
chains across Eastern and Southeastern Europe and the global sourcing 
trends that will follow. This pattern is continuing, with Metro announcing 
sales increases of more than 15 per cent in Eastern Europe, especially in 
Russia, Romania, and Ukraine. Tesco, already number 1 in Hungary, is 
expanding across the region, announcing plans for 20 stores in Turkey in 
2007/08, and is sourcing from Italy for stores across Poland, Hungary, 
and the Czech Republic. Producers claim ever-greater demands from 
supermarkets in terms of listing fees, funded promotions, distribution fees, 
and volume rebates. In Romania, it is now essential for producers to 
employ their own merchandisers to open cartons and stock shelves to 
ensure that brands are on sale – in spite of paying so much up front.  
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but overall quality is promising, especially for Saperavi, which is showing 
excellent varietal character.

Western Slovenia saw a harvest similar to 2004, though selection was 
vital with better-than-expected quality in the reds, and whites that are 
ripe but fresh. Eastern Slovenia had problems with achieving full ripeness. 
Croatia had rains mid-harvest, so wines will be mediocre overall, especially 
whites, though Plavac Mali should have good structure.

2004

Vintage rating: Red: 75, White: 80, Sweet: 80
This vintage was at least two weeks later than normal, and professional 
vine management paid off because fungal disease pressures were high. 
Low yields were crucial in achieving full ripeness in many areas. 

In Romania, reds are lighter than 2003, but whites are fresh, with good 
aromatics. The Bulgarian harvest was smaller than 2003, and reds are less 
ripe, though the whites are notably fresh. In Hungary, whites and rosés 
showed good fruit levels and crisp acidity, but reds ripened well only on 
favoured sites. In the south, conditions were difficult, with decent results 
only with ultra-low yields and meticulous selection. In Tokaj, there were 
good levels of botrytis but without great concentration, so wines are 
elegant and fruity, but mainly at lower puttonyos levels.

In the west of Slovenia, whites are fruity and fresh, while reds have 
good colour and fruit except for some green tannins in Cabernet. In 
the east, grapes were low in sugar with high acid, except where yields 
were severely reduced. Croatia reported a slightly better-than-average 
vintage, though less tannic than normal, with some botrytis development 
for sweet wines. 

Wines in the Czech Republic and Slovakia showed good aromatics, 
especially where growers picked late, and botrytis development in November 
enabled production of sweet wines.

Georgia reports a very good vintage: expressive and well-balanced 
whites, and reds with fine, well-matured tannins. It was a difficult year in 
both Moldova and Russia. Disease pressures were high and Moldovan 
whites are very high in acid.

2003

Vintage rating: Red: 95 (Ukraine & SE Romania: 75), 
White: 90, Sweet: 90
The hot, dry summer across Europe meant that most countries reported 
particularly good results for reds and a very early start to the harvest. 

some hail damage reported in DravgavsCani, but grapes are very healthy with 
good sugar levels and little rot this year.

The crop in Cyprus has suffered from considerable drought stress, giving 
very small berries and high tannin levels. Some vines shut down and had 
ripening problems, requiring careful tannin management during vinification. 
Whites fared better, though snow in November for the first time in 20 years 
caused problems with Xynisteri at high altitudes.

Updates on the previous five vintages
2005

Vintage rating: Red – Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey: 70; 
Slovenia, Hungary, Georgia, Cyprus, Moldova: 85; White: 80; Sweet: 85
A variable year across the region, with producers in most countries 
reporting a late and difficult harvest. A cool summer and damp August 
caused delayed ripening and brought disease pressure. 

In Romania, the vintage was disappointing, with low sugars and high 
acid. The crop was 55 per cent below 2004, and cellars were empty by 
harvest time in 2006. Best results were around RecasC and Cotnari, where 
there was less rain and whites fared better than reds.

In Bulgaria, harvest volumes were down by 30 per cent and quality 
was below 2004. Where wineries own vineyards, they report some nicely 
balanced wines, though with lower alcohol. Vineyards in the south (Sakar, 
Liubimetz) and southwest (Strouma Valley) enjoyed a warm summer. In 
Turkey, quality was low, due to downy mildew and because wineries 
fighting for supplies forced picking too early.

In Hungary, quality was satisfactory where wineries were able to spray 
professionally and select fruit. In the south, Villány had higher rainfall than 
normal, which affected early-ripening varieties; later varieties were better, 
giving slow-maturing but potentially long-lived reds. Szekszárd and Sopron 
picked late, but produced some very good reds, while in Tokaj a warm 
autumn rescued a poor season. This allowed botrytis development for 
producers in the north of the region, who are very optimistic about the 
quality of aszú wines.

Both Macedonia and Moldova bucked the trend across the region, with 
a much better season than 2004. Clean, healthy fruit, with good natural 
sugar, flavour development, and acidity, similar to 2003, are reported. In 
the Czech Republic, the damp summer was rescued by a warm autumn, 
giving good sugars and plenty of aromatics. Cyprus produced a small 
harvest but with fresh aromatic whites and promising reds. 

In Georgia, hopes of an excellent vintage were dashed by heavy rain and 
devastating hailstorms in late August. Careful fruit selection was essential, 
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GREATEST WINE 
PRODUCERS

1 Szepsy (Hungary)
2 Királyudvar (Hungary)
3 Domaine de Disznókó́ (Hungary)
4 Oremus (Hungary)
5 Malatinszky Kúria (Hungary)
6 Gere Atila (Hungary)
7 Weninger (Hungary)
8 Marjan Simcvicv (Slovenia)
9 Edi Simcvicv (Slovenia)
0 Château Belá (Slovakia)

FASTEST-IMPROVING 
PRODUCERS

1 Santa Sarah (Bulgaria)
2 Dobogó (Hungary)
3 Vylyan (Hungary)
4 Carl Reh (Romania)
5 Georgian Wines & Spirits (GWS) 

(Georgia)
6 Damianitza (Bulgaria)
7 Belvedere Group (Domaine 

Katerina, Domaine Sakar, Trinity) 
(Bulgaria)

8 Jeruzalem-Ormož (Slovenia)
9 Tsiakkas (Cyprus)
0 Sodap (Cyprus)

NEW UP-AND-COMING 
PRODUCERS

1 Patricius (Hungary)
2 Bessa Valley (Bulgaria)
3 Valley Vintners (Bulgaria)
4 Miroglio (Bulgaria)
5 Casa DaVino (Romania)
6 Prince Stirbey (Romania)
7 Vlassides (Cyprus)
8 Kyperounda (Cyprus)
9 Villa Liubimetz (Bulgaria)
0 Logodaj (Bulgaria)

BEST-VALUE 
PRODUCERS

1 Pannonhalmi Apátsági Pincészet 
(Hungary)

2 Château Vincent (Hungary)

3 RecasC (Romania)
4 Carl Reh (Romania)
5 Nyakas (Budai) (Hungary)
6 Nagyréde (Hungary)
7 Telish Wine Cellar (Bulgaria)
8 Maxxima (Bulgaria)
9 Jeruzalem-Ormož (Slovenia)
0 Aurvin (Moldova)

GREATEST-QUALITY 
WINES

1 Tokaji Aszú 6 Puttonyos 2002 
Szepsy, Hungary (HUF 19,500)

2 Tokaji Aszú Esszencia 2000 
Château Dereszla, Hungary 
(HUF 16,000)

3 Tokaji Aszú 6 Puttonyos 1999 
Királyudvar, Hungary (HUF 18,900)

4 Tokaji Aszú 6 Puttonyos Kapi 
1999 Domaine de Disznókó́ 
(Hungary (HUF 16,095)

5 Hétfürtös Edes Elet Tokaji 
Cuvée 2001 Arvay és Társa, 
Hungary (HUF 11,000)

6 Villány Cabernet Franc 2003 
Malatinszky Kúria, Hungary 
(HUF 12,840)

7 Kopar Cuvée 2003 Gere Atila, 
Hungary (HUF 9,126)

8 Teodor Rdece Reserve 2002 
Marjan Simcvicv, Slovenia (€24)

9 Duet Lex 2002 (previously sold as 
Riserva) Edi Simcvicv, Slovenia (€38)

0 Kékfrankos Selection 2003 
Weninger, Hungary (HUF 5,300)

BEST BARGAINS

1 Tricollis 2004 Pannonhalmi 
Apátsági Pincészet, Hungary 
(HUF 1,100)

2 Extra Brut 2000 Château Vincent, 
Hungary (HUF 2,670)

3 Budai Sauvignon Blanc 2005 
Nyakas, Hungary (HUF 1,590)

4 Sivi Pinot 2006 Jeruzalem-Ormož, 
Slovenia (€5)

5 Petritis 2004 Kyperounda, Cyprus 
(CYP 3.25)

In Bulgaria, quality was very good, with high levels of sugar and polyphenols 
at harvest but with unusually high acidity. In Romania, western areas 
reported a warm, dry summer with good quality. In Moldova, the harvest 
was generous and of high quality, the best vintage for five years. Slovenia 
had a very early vintage with extremely high-quality reds, though some 
whites suffered from low acidity. Tokaj saw a lower aszú yield than 
expected, but it is generally regarded as a good to very good year, though 
without the balancing acidity of 1999 and not as rich in sugar as 2000. Dry 
and late-harvest wines show very good to outstanding results. The rest of 
Hungary reports excellent reds and intense fruit flavours in whites, though 
low acidity in some varieties. In Croatia, 2003 is a year with lots of extract, 
alcohol, and excellent quality. Cyprus also reports one of the best vintages 
in recent years and good quantities. In Slovakia, picking Riesling was 
delayed until October but with excellent results. 

2002 

Vintage rating: Red: 75 (Hungary & Slovenia: 90), 
White: 80, Sweet: 90
A mixed year, ranging from outstanding in Transylvania to below average 
in areas such as northern Bulgaria and southeastern Romania, which were 
hit by heavy rains. 

In Hungary, wines are very concentrated. Reds, especially from the south, 
continue to show well. In Tokaj, hopes for a great aszú vintage were 
dashed by rain in October, but wines are nicely balanced, especially for fruit 
harvested early. In Romania, most areas are showing very good quality but 
heavily reduced yields due to drought at flowering. It was not a successful 
year for either Bulgaria or Macedonia. In Cyprus, quality was good, though 
low in quantity. Slovenian production was down 20–30 per cent, but 
overall quality was high in both reds and whites.

2001

Vintage rating: Red: 80, White: 75, Sweet: 75 
A rain-soaked September caused mould development and poor flavours for 
some Tokaji producers, though some decent aszú wines have been made 
with ultra-careful selection. Elsewhere in Hungary, early whites picked 
before the September rain were above average, and reds picked late were 
sound, too. In Romania, it was a good ripe year, though yields were slightly 
lower than 2000. Bulgaria suffered from a second year of drought, reducing 
crops by as much as 50 per cent due to shrivelling. Some producers report 
good wines, but vines in poor condition shut down and failed to ripen. 
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6 Pinot Noir 2005 RecasC, Romania 
(RON 12)

7 Tokaji Szamarodni 2003 Szepsy, 
Hungary (HUF 7,300)

8 Mylitta 2004 Dobogó, Hungary 
(HUF 2,860)

9 Ats Cuvée 2004 Royal Tokaji, 
Hungary (HUF 2,500)

0 Melnik 55 2005 Logodaj, Bulgaria 
(BGN 6)

MOST EXCITING OR 
UNUSUAL FINDS

1 Claret 2004 Château de Val, 
Bulgaria (BGN 16) Based on the 
local wedding tradition of blending 
all the guests’ wines, expat Val 
Markov makes this from a blend 
of at least eight varieties, including 
Saperavi and Pamid, growing in his 
family’s century-old vineyards. 

2 Cuvée Charlotte 2003 SERVE, 
Romania (RON 70) Corsican Count 
Guy de Poix has set out to show 
what Romania is capable of with 
this beautifully crafted and 
complex blend of Cabernet, Merlot, 
and local Feteascav Neagrav.

3 Pinot Noir 2004 Vylyan, Hungary 
(HUF 3,600) A blend of Pinot Noir 
from 12-year-old vines and virgin 
fruit from recently planted 
burgundian clones. One of the 
best Pinot Noirs to come out of 
Hungary so far.

4 Sipon Ice Wine Prestige 2003 
Curin, Slovenia (€120) This 
amazingly luscious and intense 
wine beat a lineup of excellent 
Tokajis to win the regional trophy 
in this year’s Decanter World 
Wine Awards. 

5 Saperavi Reserve 2005 Georgian 
Wines & Spirits, Georgia (GEL 20) 
A great snapshot of the potential 
of Saperavi, which needs careful 
handling to tame its fierce tannins 
and acidity and show off its 
wonderful fruit character. 

Winemaker Lado Uzunashvili 
has brought all his Australian 
experience back to raise standards 
in Georgia.

6 Shiraz Reserve 2003 Vlassides, 
Cyprus (CYP 6.25) Davis-trained 
young winemaker Sophocles 
Vlassides has taken winemaking 
on Cyprus to new heights with this 
ripe, spicy, and concentrated wine, 
showing there’s a lot more to 
Cyprus than cheap bulk wine 
and imitation “sherries” . 

7 Pinot Noir La Cetate 2006 
Carl Reh, Romania (RON 30) 
Romania has carved a reputation 
for its Pinot Noir, though historically 
very little was actually planted in 
the country, and that was mainly 
sparkling clones. A new generation 
of decent red-wine clones is 
coming into crop, and this young 
Pinot is a lovely example.

8 Brumariu Ice Wine 2003 
Dionysos-Mereni, Moldova 
(MDL 500) Moldova’s first 
commercial icewine – a lusciously 
concentrated Riesling with lovely 
varietal perfume, made from 
grapes picked at –15°C (5°F). 
Winemaker Costia Stratan 
produced this based on stories 
from pre-Soviet times of late-
harvest wines made from grapes 
picked after the first frosts, mainly 
for home consumption.

9 Maratheftiko 2003 Vasa, 
Cyprus (CYP 5.65) This tiny but 
beautiful winery is showing what 
can be done with Cyprus’s local 
Maratheftiko. This is a fine, elegant, 
and surprisingly fresh wine.

0 Novac 2004 Prince Stirbey, 
Romania (RON 50) The first release 
of a rediscovered grape variety from 
one of Romania’s few real boutique 
wineries, this deep-coloured red 
has an amazing aroma of wild 
herbs and very supple, silky tannins.


