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Both countries were hugely dependent both 
on wine and on Russia for export earnings. 
After 18 months of intense negotiations, 
Moldova finally saw the first shipments 
heading back to Russia in November 2007. 
The industry has been barely clinging on, 
with losses reaching US$180 million by 
January 2007 and numerous reports of 
bankruptcies and layoffs. The ban, imposed in 
March 2006 with claims that Moldovan wine 
was contaminated (though no proof has ever 

emerged), was a calamity for such a desperately poor country whose 
biggest export earner (28 per cent) was its wines. Estimates suggest that 
a quarter of the population have links with the wine industry. One source 
said, “People are starving in the countryside.” The knock-on effects across 
the economy are huge, with all the banks reported to be hit: buying 
grapes with loans secured against Russian sales was normal practice.

Russia has imposed very strict conditions for Moldova’s return to the 
market, including 52 analyses carried out by the single state-owned lab. 
Unfortunately this is underequipped, and the Moldovan authorities have 
been seeking donor aid for adequate modern equipment. Shipments also 
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have to go through a single point of entry controlled by a Russian agency, 
which takes a levy for marketing and promotions. This is causing delays, 
and there is concern that the system is open to corruption. In addition, 
a team of Russian officials has inspected all the wineries that have been 
approved to export again: currently around 17 have approval, and many 
of these, coincidentally, are Russian-owned.

A key question, however, is whether Russian consumers will return 
to buying Moldovan wine, or has its reputation been irreparably 
damaged? Moldova had nearly 50 per cent market share before the 
ban, but much of this has been filled by Bulgarian wine – so-called 
“Russian” wine made with imported winemaking materials, and 
cheap bulk wine, which is finished locally. 

Georgia

Sadly, the ban remains firmly in place in Georgia, and while the country 
was not quite as dependent on wine sales to Russia as Moldova, wine 
exports accounted for nearly 10 per cent of export earnings, over 80 per 
cent of which went to Russia. There’s no sign of any change in status, 
since, according to one source, “Georgia has made it clear that it does not 
intend to turn back politically.” Georgia also needs to reform its industry 
and has put the task of writing a new national wine strategy out to tender. 

On the positive side, there are several wineries (such as Chandrebi’s 
Orovela, GWS, and Telavi) demonstrating that Georgia has the potential 
to make internationally appealing yet uniquely Georgian wines from 
grapes such as Saperavi and Mtsvane. Georgia’s historical legacy as the 
birthplace of wine, as well as its many unique grape varieties (up to 500, 
of which around 40 are in commercial production), helps create a point of 
difference. It also has a distinctive cuisine and a culture of wine drinking. 
Many wineries in Georgia were founded on the model that they could 
sell anything to the former Soviet countries, and it is these companies, 
lacking the skill or mindset to change direction, that are suffering most, 
along with the small farmers who supplied them. There are rumours of 
numerous bankruptcies. However, the domestic market is reported to be 
booming, while exports to Poland and the former Soviet satellites are 
improving – not yet enough to fill the hole, though.

Slovenia shows its mettle 

The 2007 Decanter World Wine Awards showed that Slovenia is really 
starting to hit the high notes in terms of quality and exciting unique 
wines. There were three gold medals for sweet wines, including a 
stunning Šipon icewine from PraVino that audaciously whisked the 
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regional trophy from under the noses of some superb Tokajis. Even 
more exciting was the award of two golds to dry whites for the first 
time (Jakoncvicv and Sutor) and a raft of well-deserved silvers too. 

Slovenia’s leading producers aren’t resting on their laurels either: Primoz 
Lavrencvicv at Sutor has just made his first Pinot Noir from Burgundy clones. 
In spite of power failures in the winery and the youth of his vines, the wine 
seems stunning from barrel – silky and elegant. His 2006 Chardonnay 
looks like his best ever. Aleks Simcvicv, winemaker at Edi Simcvicv, has taken 
his range up to a new level of quality (and price, too) with two impressive 
single-vineyard releases: Kosana Chardonnay 2005 and Kolos 2003 (a red 
blend). The charismatic Ales Kristancvicv at Movia has installed a new 
fermentation vat with oak “windows” to develop further his own ideas 
on biodynamics – while his Puro sparkling wine goes underground for 
three years for ageing and remuage. Western Slovenia has created a 
niche for macerated white wines with long skin contact, influenced by 
producers in Italy’s Collio such as Gravner and Radikon. Not all are done 
well, but the best are impressive, powerful, and distinctive wines, including 
Marjan Simcvicv’s Rebula, Sutor’s Burja, and Blazic’s Sauvignonasse. 

On with the EU 

The EU continues to exert major influence across the region. Bulgaria and 
Romania are settling into their membership and have brought wine laws 
up to EU norms. Bulgaria has completed its vineyard register, though the 
process is still ongoing in Romania. Even Slovenia (joined in 2004) has not 
filled the gap between 17,000 ha registered compared to 23,000 ha of 
vines that show up on aerial images. There are also EU subsidies available 
for vineyard restructuring in 2007/08, including €18 million to Bulgaria, 
€11 million to the Czech Republic, €2.2 million to Cyprus, €12 million to 
Hungary, €25 million to Romania, and €2.7 million to Slovenia. 

Croatia is making progress with its accession negotiations and hopes 
to join by 2009. Grapes are Croatia’s most important fruit crop, and the 
industry hopes to benefit from Instrument for Pre-Accession funding. 
Macedonia has also been accepted formally as a candidate country, and 
agreements are in place with other Balkan nations and Turkey. 

Grapevine

• German producer Henkell & 
Sohnlein (also owners of Torley in 
Hungary and Bohemia Sekt in the 
Czech Republic) acquired a majority 
shareholding in Ukraine’s Kyiv Stolichny 

Sparkling Wine Plant in October 2007. 
Major investments are planned in the 
factory, which produced 16 million 
bottles of sparkling wine in 2006 and 
held 23 per cent local market share.
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Opinion: 
Quality does count 
Both Moldova and Georgia need to reinvent themselves and get away from 
their dependence on Russia. Moldova, in particular, should not be lulled into 
believing all is well again by the trickle of wines going back into Russia. It’s 
highly unlikely that sales will recover to anything like their previous level. 
The country needs a fundamental reform of the wine sector at all levels, 
including removal of overly bureaucratic and restrictive wine regulations. 
This includes seven official agencies involved in wine and 150,000 pages 
of often conflicting legislation, with more than 4,000 different 
technological instructions. Moldova must switch from its production-led 
emphasis on selling wine as a commodity as cheaply as possible. 

Unfortunately, lessons do not appear to have been learned from the 
crisis with Russia. Although Romania is now one of Moldova’s biggest 
customers, the Romanian consumer protection office (ANPC) has recently 
highlighted cases of Moldovan wine containing banned hybrids and so-
called quality wines with too low a level of extract, implying “stretching” 
of the product. One source mentioned seeing wine vats used for mixing 
agrochemicals, and there are several wineries where the state of hygiene 
would give any Western quality controller a heart attack. This kind of 
attitude has to be stamped out. Also, wineries need a scheme to clear 
old stocks, perhaps through distillation. 

Education is vital – from modern viticulture, to consumer-focused 
marketing and branding, as well as ensuring that what is in the bottle is 
correct, legal, and drinkable. Moldovan authorities need to remove their 
heads from the sand. Instead of talking about doubling yields by 2015 
and increasing vineyard area, they should work out where their customers 
are and what sort of wines they need to produce. The country should also 
take the opportunity to learn from its neighbours, several of whom have 
been through similar issues before, and where improved viticulture, 
foreign investment, stronger domestic markets, and the rise of small 
boutique-type wineries are all starting to pay dividends.  

Burn the barrels

A surprisingly large number of producers across the region remain 
wedded to the idea that old oak barrels are essential for winemaking if 
they have any pretensions to quality. My heart sinks at the reek of volatile 
acidity, mould, and who knows what other microbial infections in so 
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many wineries as they proudly show off their barrel room. It seems 
almost miraculous when anything survives this treatment to be halfway 
drinkable; more often than not, whatever fruit was there has been killed 
off. There’s no place for this in modern winemaking, and any oak (old or 
new) must be scrupulously clean. At the same time, many wineries should 
replace their pipes and learn to hang them up instead of leaving them to 
fester in pools of stale wine. Basic hygiene procedures, such as cleaning 
tanks properly, sealing damaged rusty surfaces, and topping up, are not 
difficult and make a huge impact for a small investment. This makes the 
situation sound very grim in this part of Europe, but there are enough 
wineries doing it right to demonstrate that there’s great potential – with 
both old and new equipment. 

Create a wine culture

With global oversupply and more efficient and aggressive exporters 
claiming market share at the expense of Eastern Europe, it’s essential that 
countries in this region look to their domestic markets. Moldovans drink 
40 million bottles of vodka to 2 million bottles of commercial wine. 
Switching to wine drinking would be better for the economy and for 
people’s health, as well as soaking up some of the vast stocks sitting in 
winery vats. Similarly, rakia still has pride of place on Bulgarian dining 
tables. In Cyprus, locals need to learn about the rapid improvements in 
wine quality on their own island (and the opportunity of 3 million tourists 
as ambassadors) and develop a sense of pride. Both Slovenia and 
Hungary have strong domestic markets and a growing culture of food and 
wine, allowing the development of high-quality individual estates and 
good high-volume producers. Both countries could do more by clamping 
down on the grey market, which undermines quality developments. 
Romania, too, has such a buoyant domestic wine market that prices are 
high and wineries are pulling out of export contracts to meet demand. 

The march of the supermarkets continues

Western supermarkets continue to expand into the booming retail 
markets across Eastern and Southeastern Europe. Producers claim 
ever-greater demands for listing fees and rebates, while there are also 
concerns about cheap imports and hard discounters selling only a limited 
range of private labels. More positively, some producers see the benefits 
of bringing commercial wine to the public via supermarkets, with their 
responsibility to their customers, and switching drinkers from home-made 
or black-market wines sold through kiosks and at the roadside. 
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Vintage Report
Advance report on the latest harvest

2007

As ever across such a geographically diverse region, opinions vary on the 
quality of 2007. For some producers it is superb, while others complain of 
drought stress and burnt-out fruit. Most countries suffered from lack of 
rainfall and report an early start to the harvest. Winter was mild, with little 
frost (except Romania) and low rainfall, meaning dry soils at the start of 
the growing season and early flowering. The summer was hot and dry, in 
places hitting 40°C (104°F) in July, though short spells of rain in August 
or September rescued the ripening process in most places. 

In Slovenia, the harvest was very early and very good, though not quite 
as good as 2006, especially for whites, where there are some problems 
with low acidity. The best whites were picked up to a month early to retain 
acidity. Reds seem to be very successful, and there are also hopes that it 
will be an excellent year for sweet late-harvest and botrytis wines. In 
Hungary, 2007 looks like another great Tokaji vintage, with very intense 
botrytis and also very good results for dry wines. Elsewhere, producers in 
Villány rate the vintage very highly for reds. Good results for reds in Sopron, 
too, subject to careful selection to remove botrytis. In Romania, there was 
little disease and good sugar accumulation, though acidity levels were on 
the low side. Overall it was good to very good, but with small quantities 
of good reds. Total harvest volume was up by 4 per cent to nearly 900,000 
tonnes, but this is not enough to meet booming demand. In neighbouring 
Moldova, quality is well regarded, especially in whites, though a lot of 
producers needed to acidify, and aromatics in Sauvignon have suffered 
in the heat. Fruit was healthy and gave good colour in reds, but yields 
suffered due to the drought.

In Bulgaria, some producers found the summer too hot and have 
reported burnt-out fruit characters. Others are claiming the best vintage 
since 2000, especially for reds, with good colours, high alcohols, and ripe, 
concentrated flavours, though whites are more variable. Young vineyards 
with irrigation survived the drought best, and in the southwest there were 
life-saving rains in August. Georgia also reports a good, even great year, 
with few problems during the season. Whites are complex and expressive, 
while reds are concentrated, with soft tannins and good acid balance and 
harmony. Reds show potential for longevity too. 
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Cyprus also had a dry winter and hot summer, which lowered yields by 
10–20 per cent. Hot summer temperatures are not unusual here and the 
harvest was only a few days early. Reds are deep-coloured with lots of 
extract, while whites, especially Xynisteri, did best at higher altitudes. 

Updates on the previous five vintages 
2006

Vintage rating: Red: 95 (Slovenia, Hungary), 
90 (Romania, Bulgaria), 77 (Georgia, Cyprus), 65 (Moldova), 
White: 95 (Slovenia, Hungary), 90 (Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus), 
70 (Moldova, Croatia, Georgia), Sweet: 97 
A substantial improvement in quality over 2005. Most areas experienced 
a cool August, retaining good acidity, followed by a warm September 
bringing good ripeness levels. 

Slovenia had an excellent year, with fruit showing good sugar levels, 
body, and balanced acidities, though quantities are down by 25–50 per 
cent. Neighbouring Croatia did less well, producing mediocre results due 
to hot spells and rain before and during harvest. Hungary also produced 
excellent quality due to the warm September and October, accompanied 

Grapevine

• István Szepsy has launched an 
impressive range of single-vineyard 
and dry Tokajis in 2006, from what 
he reckons to be the most exciting 
vintage so far for dry wines.

• In the Tokaj village of Mád, 15 
producers (Arvay, Barta, DemeterVin, 
Bodvin, Budaházy, Gergely, Lenkey, 
Orosz, Royal Tokaj, Galambosi, Tokaj 
Classic, Matisa Carlo, Gundel, Török, 
and Szepsy) have formed an 
association to develop a scheme 
of controlled origin and improved 
quality. There will be three quality 
levels, including regional wines, village 
wines, historical classified-growth 
sites, and kert (“garden”) wines 
from individual sites.

• Belvedere’s new €12-million 
Katarzyna Winery in the south of 
Bulgaria was opened officially in 
September 2007, though its first 
vintage, made elsewhere by consultant 
Marc Dworkin, had been released six 

months earlier. So far, 600 ha have 
been planted, and the aim is over 
1,000 ha by 2009. The best wine so far 
is Contemplation, a stylish blend of 
Cabernet, Merlot, Mavrud, and Syrah.

• Telish Wine Cellars in Bulgaria 
is continuing to work with Michel 
Rolland. The 2007 vintage was 
made in the new winery, and the 
winemaking team will travel to 
Argentina to work with Rolland and 
gain more international experience. 

• Leading Bulgarian winemaker 
Ogynan Tzvetanov (owner of Valley 
Vintners and producer of Sensum) 
has made his first vintage in his own 
winery at Borovitza in northwestern 
Bulgaria (bought jointly with Adriana 
Srebinova of Maxxima). The winery 
has planted its first 15,000 vines and 
plans another 8 ha in spring 2008, 
although fruit will continue to be 
sourced from selected 40-year-old 
vineyards in the northwest.
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by cool nights, giving fruit with excellent body, ripe flavours, and plenty 
of acidity. In Tokaj, aszú formation is good, but low in quantity due to 
drought. Quality already seems much better than 2005 for dry, late-harvest, 
and aszú styles. In Bulgaria, quality is very good on the whole, with some 
producers claiming the best vintage in the past decade. In Romania, 2006 
is a significant improvement over 2005; grapes are very healthy, with good 
sugar levels and little rot.

Moldova, southern Ukraine, and Russia were hit badly by severe winter 
cold, with temperatures dropping to –30˚C (–22°F), damaging up to 80 
per cent of vines in some places. In Moldova, sugar levels were very high, 
but lack of spraying meant problems with disease. Georgia, too, had high 
disease pressure, and in some areas black grapes are showing green 
acidity. In Russia, the growing season was hot and dry, so the limited crop 
was very high in quality. The Czech Republic was also hit by severe winter 
cold and poor fruit set, but a warm September rescued the season, and the 
result is very high-quality, healthy fruit with good acidity. Terrific results are 
reported in Slovakia. The crop in Cyprus suffered from drought, giving very 
small berries and high tannin levels, as well as ripening problems in black 
varieties where vines shut down. Whites fared better overall.

Grapevine

• Georgia’s first super-premium 
Saperavi, Orovela, has been released. 
It was made by consultant winemaker 
Lado Uzunashvili from selected grapes 
picked from the 40-ha Chandrebi 
estate in the Kakheti region.

• The new wine office in Hungary 
may finally have some funds to 
start promoting Hungarian wine. The 
first instalment of the levy of HUF 8 
per litre, previously paid as excise 
duty, was due to be collected in 
December 2007. It plans to do more 
strategic promotions rather than ad 
hoc events and will work with other 
agencies, such as the tourist office 
and Agricultural Marketing Centrum.

• Weninger & Gere Winery in 
Villány, Hungary, has released its first 
Pinot Noir from the 2006 vintage. 
Gere also harvested the first crop 
from young Tempranillo and Barbera 
plots in 2006, though volumes are 
not yet commercial. The winery is 

also developing a wine hotel with 
25 rooms: it will have a high-quality 
restaurant and spa facilities.

• Dveri Pax, in Slovenia, opened 
its dramatic new winery, which cost 
around €2.7 million, in June 2007. The 
winery, owned by Austrian Benedictine 
monks, is investing €10 million and 
has 56 ha planted so far. 

• Chateau de Val in Bulgaria has 
planted a new 30-ha vineyard, which 
will be managed organically, and 
includes Petit Verdot, Viognier, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, and Merlot.

• New Slovenian producer Verus 
Estate made its first wines in 2007, 
which looked very promising at an 
early tasting in November 2007. 
It was founded by three former 
employees of Jeruzalem-Ormož 
wine cellars. The winemaker is 
Danilo Snajder, and Angela Muir 
MW is a non-executive director.
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2005

Vintage rating: Red: 75 (Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey), 
85 (Slovenia, Hungary, Georgia, Cyprus, Moldova), 
White: 80, Sweet: 85
A variable year, with producers in most countries reporting a late and 
difficult year with a cool summer and damp August. 

In Hungary, quality was satisfactory, though in the south, later varieties 
were better, giving slow-maturing but potentially long-lived reds. Szekszárd 
and Sopron also produced some very good reds, while in Tokaj a warm 
autumn rescued a poor season. This allowed botrytis development for 
producers in the north of the region, who are very optimistic about the 
quality of aszú wines. In Romania, the vintage was disappointing, with low 
sugars and high acid, and whites fared better than reds. In Bulgaria, quality 
was below 2004. Where wineries own vineyards, there were some nicely 
balanced wines, and there were good results in the south. Western Slovenia 
saw a harvest similar to 2004, with better-than-expected quality in the 
reds, and whites are ripe but fresh. Eastern Slovenia had problems with 
achieving full ripeness. Croatia had rains mid-harvest, so wines will be 
mediocre overall, especially whites.

Both Macedonia and Moldova had a much better season than 2004. 
Clean, healthy fruit, with good natural sugar, flavour development, and 
acidity – similar to 2003 – are reported. In the Czech Republic, the damp 
summer was rescued by a warm autumn giving good sugars and plenty of 
aromatics. Cyprus produced a small harvest but with fresh aromatic whites 
and promising reds. In Turkey, quality was low due to downy mildew and 
picking too early. In Georgia, careful fruit selection was essential due to 
heavy rain and hailstorms in late August, but overall quality is promising, 
especially for Saperavi, which is showing excellent varietal character.

2004

Vintage rating: Red: 75, White: 80 (Slovenia & Hungary 
best producers: 85), Sweet: 80
A late and cool vintage, where low yields were crucial to achieve full 
ripeness in many areas. In Hungary, whites and rosés showed good fruit 
levels and crisp acidity. Reds ripened well only on favoured sites and 
gave decent results only with ultra-low yields and meticulous selection. 
However, the best are showing lovely elegance and finesse. In Romania, 



11EASTERN & SOUTHEASTERN EUROPEGLOBAL REPORTS

reds are lighter than 2003, but whites are fresh with good aromatics. The 
Bulgarian harvest was smaller than 2003, and reds are less ripe, though 
notable for fresh whites. In Tokaj, there were good levels of botrytis but 
without great concentration, so wines are elegant and fruity, but mainly 
at lower puttonyos levels.

In the west of Slovenia, whites are fruity and fresh, while reds have 
good colour and fruit, except for some green tannins in Cabernet. In the 
east, grapes were low in sugar with high acid, except where yields were 
severely reduced. Croatia reported a slightly better-than-average vintage, 
though less tannic than normal, with some botrytis development for 
sweet wines, with a similar picture in the Czech Republic and Slovakia.

Further east, Georgia had a very good vintage, with expressive and 
well-balanced whites, and reds with fine, well-matured tannins. However, 
both Moldova and Russia had a difficult year due to high disease pressure 
and very high acid levels.

2003

Vintage rating: Red: 95 (except Ukraine & SE Romania: 75), 
White: 90, Sweet: 95
The hot dry summer across Europe meant most countries reported 
particularly good results for reds and a very early start to the harvest. 

In Bulgaria, quality was very good, with high levels of sugar and 
polyphenols at harvest, but with unusually high acidity levels. In Romania, 
the western areas reported a warm, dry summer, and quality was very 
good. In Moldova, the 2003 harvest was generous and of high quality – 
the best vintage in the previous five years. Slovenia had a very early vintage 
with extremely high-quality reds (the best ever for some producers), though 
some whites suffered from low acidity. Tokaj in Hungary saw a lower aszú 
yield than expected. The first releases of 2003 aszú wines look excellent, 
though perhaps lacking a little of the balancing acidity of 1999 and not 
as rich in sugar as 2000. Very good to outstanding results for dry and 
late-harvest wines. The rest of Hungary reports excellent reds and intense 
fruit flavours in whites, though low acidity in some varieties. In Croatia, 
2003 is a year with lots of extract, alcohol, and excellent quality. 
Cyprus also reports one of the best vintages in recent years and good 
quantities. In Slovakia, picking of Riesling was delayed until October 
but with excellent results. 



GREATEST WINE 
PRODUCERS

1 Szepsy (Hungary)
2 Királyudvar (Hungary)
3 Domaine de Disznókó́ (Hungary)
4 Oremus (Hungary)
5 Edi Simcvicv (Slovenia)
6 Marjan Simcvicv (Slovenia)
7 Gere Atila/Weninger & Gere 

(Hungary)
8 Malatinszky Kúria (Hungary)
9 Weninger (Hungary)
0 Movia (Slovenia)

FASTEST-IMPROVING 
PRODUCERS

1 Sutor (Slovenia)
2 PraVino (Slovenia)
3 Dobogó Winery (Hungary)
4 RecasC Winery (Romania)
5 Carl Reh Winery (Romania)
6 Santa Sarah Winery (Bulgaria )
7 Casa Davino (Romania)
8 Vlassides (Cyprus)
9 Kyperounda (Cyprus)
0 Pendits Winery (Hungary)

NEW UP-AND-COMING 
PRODUCERS

1 Verus (Slovenia)
2 Katarzyna Estate (Bulgaria)
3 Borovitza (Valley Vintners) 

(Bulgaria)
4 Dveri Pax (Slovenia)
5 Arvay & Co (Hungary)
6 Patricius Winery (Hungary)
7 Bessa Valley (Bulgaria)
8 Miroglio (Bulgaria)
9 Terra Tangra (Bulgaria)
0 Chandrebi Estate (Orovela) 

(Georgia)

BEST-VALUE 
PRODUCERS

1 Pannonhalmi Apátsági Pincészet 
(Hungary)

2 Chateau Vincent (Hungary)
3 Telish Wine Cellar (Bulgaria)
4 RecasC Winery (Romania)
5 Carl Reh Winery (Romania)
6 Nyakas Winery (Budai) (Hungary)
7 Maxxima (Bulgaria)
8 Goriska Brda (Slovenia)
9 Miro Mundo (Slovenia)
0 Torley Wines (Hungary)

2002 

Vintage rating: Red: 75, White: 80 (Hungary & Slovenia: 90), 
Sweet: 90
A mixed year, ranging from outstanding in Transylvania to below average 
in areas such as northern Bulgaria and southeastern Romania, which were 
hit by heavy rains. 

In Hungary, wines are very concentrated. Reds, especially from the south, 
continue to show well. In Tokaj, hopes for a great aszú vintage were dashed 
by some rain in October, but wines are nicely balanced, especially for fruit 
harvested early. Slovenian production was down 20–30 per cent, but 
overall quality was high in both reds and whites. In Romania, most areas 
are showing very good quality but heavily reduced yields due to drought 
at flowering. Not a successful year for either Bulgaria or Macedonia. In 
Cyprus, quality was good, though low in quantity. 
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GREATEST-QUALITY 
WINES

1 Tokaji Cuvée Botond 2006 
Szepsy, Hungary (HUF 9,360)

2 Tokaji Aszú 6 Puttonyos 2003 
Szepsy, Hungary (HUF 19,500)

3 Tokaji Aszú 6 Puttonyos 2000 
Királyudvar, Hungary (HUF 18,900)

4 Šipon Ledeno Vino 2004 
(icewine) PraVino, Slovenia (€100)

5 Tokaji Aszú Esszencia 1996 
Royal Tokaji Wine Co, Hungary 
(HUF 27,000)

6 Kolos 2003 Edi Simcvicv, Slovenia 
(€66)

7 Cabernet Franc Selection 
2004 Weninger & Gere, Hungary 
(HUF 6,900)

8 Kékfrankos Spern Steiner 
Selection 2004 Weninger & Gere, 
Hungary (HUF 5,600)

9 Villány Cabernet Franc 2006 
Malatinszky Kúria, Hungary 
(HUF 13,000)

0 Teodor Rdece Reserve 2003 
Marjan Simcvicv, Slovenia (€30)

BEST BARGAINS

1 Terase 2006 Jeruzalem-Ormož, 
Slovenia (€3)

2 Tramini 2006 Pannonhalmi 
Apátsági Pincészet, Hungary 
(HUF 1,350)

3 Extra Brut 2000 Chateau Vincent 
(HUF 2,900)

4 Budai Pinot Gris 2005 Nyakas, 
Hungary (HUF 1,440)

5 Quercus Beli Pinot 2006 Goriska 
Brda (€4.50)

6 Petritis 2006 Kyperounda, Cyprus 
(€5.70)

7 Šipon 2006 Miro Mundo, Slovenia 
(€4.75)

8 Cabernet Sauvignon 2006, 
Telish Wine Cellar, Bulgaria (BGN 6)

9 Sensum 2004 Valley Vintners, 
Bulgaria (BGN 12)

0 Kemendy Cabernet Franc 
Barrique 2003 Gyorgy Villa, 
Hungary (HUF 1,800)

MOST EXCITING OR 
UNUSUAL FINDS

1 Tokaji Mylitta Alma 2005 Dobogó 
Winery, Hungary (HUF 13,300) 
Simply a gorgeous example of 
modern Tokaji, produced by the 
tiny Dobogó winery from first-
growth vineyards. It’s lusciously 
sweet but superbly clean and pure, 
and with the Tokaji hallmark 
of great acid balance.

2 Pinot Noir 2006 Sutor, Slovenia 
(€19.20) Primoz Lavrencvicv’s first 
Pinot Noir from his young plot of 
Burgundy clones. The winemaking 
may not have gone according to 
plan due to power failures in the 
winery, but no matter when you 
can get lovely fruit like this, with 
fine-textured tannins and great 
finesse. Definitely a young 
winemaker to watch.

3 Laški Rizling Ledeno Vino 2005 
PraVino, Slovenia (€120) I don’t 
normally have much time for 
Laški Rizling, but this is a wine to 
change my mind. Undoubtedly 
the best wine from the grape 
I’ve ever tasted, with immense 
presence and excellent balance. 
A labour of love to produce, too, 
since it was picked at –14°C 
(6.8°F) in January. 

4 Carolina Bela 2004 Jakoncvicv, 
Slovenia (€20) A beautifully 
made and harmonious blend of 
Chardonnay with Rebula, which 
gives the wine a real sense of 
place. This small family winery in 
Slovenian Collio is really on top 
form and deserved its trophy at 
the Decanter World Wine Awards. 
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5 Tokaji Hárslevelú́ Király 2006 
Szepsy, Hungary (HUF 5,800) It 
may be Furmint that has been 
getting all the attention as Tokaji’s 
great dry white hope, but this 
stunning example from István 
Szepsy shows that Hárslevelú́ 
from really great sites like Király 
can certainly make the grade as 
a top-quality dry wine, too. 

6 Rebula 2004 Marjan Simcvicv, 
Slovenia (€16.50) An excellent 
example of the unique Collio 
approach to making white wines: 
this is macerated white wine done 
superbly. It spends six months on 
skins in wooden vats and results 
in a golden tawny wine that is 
uniquely powerful, complex, and 
structured, with notes of quince, 
orange peel, and acacia.

7 Muscat 2004 Ayia Mavri, Cyprus 
(€6) It’s perhaps not surprising 
that the heat of Cyprus suits 
Muscat, but this wine, made by a 
husband-and-wife team from their 
family vineyards at over 1,000 m 
(3,300 ft), is a revelation. It has an 
amazing nose, excellent intensity, 
and great purity. 

8 Šipon Chardonnay TBA 2005 
Dveri Pax, Slovenia (€60) Dveri Pax 
is owned by Austrian Benedictine 
monks and has just opened a 
brand-new winery on the site of 
an ancient monastery. This part of 
Slovenia is best known for whites 
with vivid fruit and crisp acids. The 
combination of Šipon (Furmint) 
and Chardonnay is unusual, but it 
works well in this elegant, velvety, 
sweet wine. 

9 Domaine Ceptura White 2006 
Casa Davino, Romania (RON 70) 
A blend of Sauvignon Blanc, 
Feteascav Alba, and Riesling Italico 
from a small winery with big 
ambitions: to be the best in 
Romania. This is a fine and 
graceful wine, with delicate, fresh, 
yet exotic fruit notes supported 
by mineral undertones. 

0 Le Sommelier Kékfrankos Rosé 
2006 Malatinszky Kúria, Hungary 
(HUF ??) Rosé as it should be, 
though the choice of Kékfrankos 
(Blaufränkisch) is not so common. 
This is perfect rose pink, with 
vibrant, fresh fruit and a 
surprisingly long, clean finish.

Grapevine

• The Cyprus Vine Commission 
has announced EU funds of around 
€2.2 million for grubbing up and 
restructuring, including planting better 
varieties like Maratheftiko (up 11.5 
per cent), Lefkada (up 4 per cent), 
and Shiraz (up 18 per cent

• In Turkey, a group of 10 producers 
has agreed to work together and 
market their wines internationally 
under the brand “Anatolian Wines”. 
Turkish authorities clamped down 
on black-market wines from autumn 
2007 by imposing official stamps 
on all bottles sold. The Wine 
Industrialists’ Association reckons 

that only 30 million litres, out of a 
total 110 million litres of wine, are 
produced by registered growers. The 
rest is illegally produced and often 
of very poor quality.

• Leading Cyprus producer 
Sophocles Vlassides is continuing his 
work with the local Maratheftiko 
grape variety by planting three 
different vineyard plots at altitudes 
ranging from 700 m (2,300 ft) to 
1,100 m (3,600 ft) with temperature 
and humidity probes. He aims to 
research the effects of weather 
conditions on flowering, since the 
variety is prone to uneven berry set.

Need missing price for #10, please, Caroline. Thanks. David


