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Slovenia
‘We had fewer entries in 2013 – not surprising given Slovenia’s 

economic turmoil. But across the board, it is a consistent place to buy 

wine, with nearly three-quarters of the entries gaining an award’
Caroline Gilby MW, Regional Chair

This yEAR, slovENiA did not hit the heights it has 
reached in previous years at the Decanter World 
Wine Awards, though across the board it is a 
consistent and reliable place to buy wine, with 
nearly three-quarters of entries gaining an award. 
We received fewer entries in 2013, which is not 
surprising given the economic turmoil in this small 
eurozone country fighting to avoid a bailout. 
Nevertheless it was encouraging to see good 
performances across a range of wine styles, from 
good-value dry whites via appealing sparkling 
contenders to complex reds – and, of course, some 
great sweet wines.

What should we buy from here?
slovenia’s wine regions show a clear east-west 
division. in the west, near the italian border, the 
climate is Mediterranean, giving rich, round whites 
and successful reds. however, the local winemaking 
styles proved controversial. in particular, tasters 
were clearly split over the full-bodied macerated 
whites – a strong local trend, and one that fits the 
current fashion for ‘natural’ and amber wines. 
some judges were adamant that these have no 
relevance for international markets, while others 
see them as an important regional category. They 
benefit hugely from ageing, and a Commended wine 
now could easily mature into a genuinely thrilling 
wine with another few years’ age, a factor that 
applies to both reds and whites. 

 sparkling wines proved to be an enjoyable 
category, with good silver medals from istenic, 
Bjana and Zlati Grič, but it was the sweet wines 
that really shone. slovenia is often overshadowed 
by its more famous neighbours but we found 
several genuinely gorgeous wines from grapes as 
varied as Riesling (under its local name of Renski 
Rizling), Rumeni Muškat (yellow Muscat) and 
Rebula (aka Ribolla Gialla in italy).

What should we leave on the shelf?
Wines to avoid are particularly reds from the 
eastern zones. in these areas winemakers struggle 
to get the grapes ripe enough for anything more 
than local taste. Most of the reds are based on the 
Modra Frankinja grape (better known elsewhere as 
Blaufränkisch) and the quality of winemaking is 
also sadly lacking compared with that of Austria 
and hungary.

What should we keep an eye on?
in the east, the climate is continental and closer to 
Austria in style. it’s only relatively recently that this 
zone has come to the fore, switching from medium 
wines for local tastes towards dry styles. 

This year’s entries showed a lot of competent 
winemaking – lively, crisp, fresh and pleasantly 
appetising wines, well worthy of Bronze medals, 
and even the occasional silver – but only one wine 
hit the level of flavour intensity, combined with 
value, to pick up a Gold. 

For Caroline Gilby MW’s full profile and a list of the 
Slovenia judges, see p6
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Red oveR £15 
Kristančič, Pavó Rdeče, Brda, 
Primorska 2009 (14.5%) C
very Bordeaux in style, with 
complex cassis, bramble 
fruit and plum aromas, 
coffee and toasty oak 
notes. lavish, rich, dark fruit 
character, fine, grippy 
tannins and a long, spicy 
finish. Plenty of potential to develop 
further with time in bottle.
Not available in the UK

For full profile, see below

Sweet oveR £15 
Marjan Simčič, Leonardo, 
Goriska Brda, Primorska 
2006 (12.5%) d
Distinctive and almost 
tawny in appearance. 
intense aromas of apricot 
marmalade, Christmas 
pudding and spice over 
a palate of lifted caramel 
fruit with orange peel, coffee and 
nutmeg. Toffee and butterscotch finish. 
UK £32 (375ml); Hba 

For full profile, see p250

RETAIL PRICE BAnds: A – entry level, up to £7.99; B – mid-range, 
£8-£14.99; C – premium, £15-£29.99; d – super-premium, 
£30-£59.99; e – boutique/icon, £60+. Wines that were entered 
without a price band were judged as being over £15

Gold
white

Ptujska Klet, Pullus Sauvignon, 
Stajerska Slovenija, 
Podravje 2012 (13.5%) A
very pronounced gooseberry fruit 
on the nose and palate, vibrant, zesty 
and intense grass and blackcurrant on 
the finish. Great for summer drinking.

Gold
sweet white

Prus, Renski Rizling, Bela Krajina, 
Posavje 2011 (10.5%) E
amazingly rich, sweet and luscious 
with intense zesty lemons and soft 
peaches, lovely and creamy with a 
luxurious, lingering finish. 250ml
Ptujska Klet, Pullus Rumeni Muškat, 
Stajerska, Podravje 2011 (12.5%) d
Refined and sophisticated nose of 
lychee, white peach and rose petals, 
complex with a lovely freshness; pure 
and youthful with a clean finish. 375ml

Silver
sparkling white

Bjana, Cuvée Prestige, Brda, 
Primorska 2008 (12.5%) C
expressive flavours of peach, cream 
and lemon curd, lovely intensity and 
crisp acidity, developing nicely.
Istenic, Prestige extra Brut, Bizeljsko- 
Sremic, Posavje 2003 (13%) d
Fully developed with lots of yeasty, 

RegIonAl tRoPhy: Red oveR £15 
Kristančič, Pavó Rdeče, Brda, 
Primorska 2009 
This is A ground-breaking award for slovenia: the country’s 
first-ever Regional Trophy for a red wine. Kristančič is very 
much a family winery, run by four generations. Dušan 
(pictured left) is helped in the vineyards by his father silvester, 
(right), who is in his eighties, and by his two children Marko, 
(centre), and Tereza, who run the winery and commercial 
office, and three young grandchildren ‘who bring a lot of 
colour and new energy every day’. 

Pavó Rděce (or red) is a blend of 70% Merlot and 
30% Cabernet from the superb Brda region, where so many 
renowned slovenian producers are to be found. The rolling 
hills here are particularly good for Merlot, which ripens 
better than Cabernet, but keeps its structure, giving wines 
with real class and ageing potential. The 22ha Kristančič 
vineyard straddles the border with italy – 10ha are actually 
on the italian side. 

Dušan says, ‘Most of our work is done in the vineyards. 
Then all you need to do is maintain it through vinification’, 
something Kristančič has clearly achieved in this intense 
and beautifully structured wine. Caroline Gilby MW 

biscuit flavours, rich and very dry 
palate – an interesting wine.

Silver
sparkling rosé

Bjana, Brut Rosé, Brda, Primorska nv 
(12%) C
attractive nose of red fruits and 
yeasty complexity, good intensity of 
fruit with fresh acidity and a long finish.
Zlati grič, Konjiška Penina Rosé, 
Maribor, Podravje nv (11.5%) C
lively mousse with light raspberry 
aromas; crisp, refreshing with a creamy 
breadth and a slightly herbal finish.

Silver
sparkling white

Conrad Fürst & Söhne, Beli Pinot 
Blanc, Stajerska Slovenija, 
Podravje 2011 (14%) C
Crisp and citrussy with hints of confit 
lemons; ripe, creamy and rounded in 
structure with lots of vibrant acidity.
Conrad Fürst & Söhne, Pod Stolpom, 
Stajerska Slovenija, Podravje 2011 
(13%) C
subtle nose of green apple, pear skin 
and blossom, medium bodied and 
elegant with a fine, harmonious finish.
Conrad Fürst & Söhne, 
Sipon-Furmint, Stajerska Slovenija, 
Podravje 2011 (14%) C
Quite a flinty nose with notes of 
poached pear and acacia. Weighty 
with plenty of flavour intensity and 
a long, stony, mineral-rich finish.
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RegIonAl tRoPhy: 
Sweet oveR £15 
Marjan Simčič, 
Leonardo, Goriska Brda, 
Primorska 2006 
A sTuNNiNG AND unique wine made by 
fifth-generation winemaker Marjan simčič, 
(pictured). his ancestor Anton first bought 
vineyards in 1860 in Brda near the italian 
border, and simčič himself took over in 1988. 
Behind his long black locks lies an intense 
passion and commitment to making the very 
best wines he can and continually to improve 
what he does. As he says, ‘We believe in our 
wines because we believe in our grapes.’ 

sweet wines from dried grapes (the 
western slovenian climate doesn’t allow for 
noble rot or ice wines) are a long tradition in 
the Brda region but typically in tiny quantities 
for family celebrations only. The grapes lose 
up to 90% of their volume during drying, so 
the tradition had declined. in 1997, simčič 
decided to produce sweet wine again, naming 
it after his son, leonardo. The best Rebula 

grapes are left late on the vines, then hand 
harvested and air dried in crates until April, 
giving wonderful complexity and 
concentration as the grapes shrivel. it’s aged 
for more than five years in small barrels to 
develop further amazing flavours and depth.

leonardo is now old enough to enjoy the 
wine named in his honour, and spends a lot 
of time with his father learning about wine. 
he says, ‘i’m so proud that my dad made the 
first vintage for me. And i am very happy that 
the wine won this important award.’ CG

BehInd the SCoReSheet
Gábor Cseke
CsEKE is A hungarian sommelier who graduated in 2005 
from the College of Commerce, Catering and Tourism in 
Budapest. After graduation he took further sommelier and 
WsET courses in london and Budapest, where he worked 
in the famous lou lou and Csalogány 26 restaurants. 
Between 2007 and 2011, Cseke lived in England, working 
at the two-Michelin-starred Pied à Terre, hotel Andaz and 
hotel Great Fosters in surrey.

After representing hungary at the Best sommelier of 
Europe competition in 2008 and 2010, Cseke won Best 
sommelier of hungary in 2010. Transforming himself into 
a winemaker, he now works in styria, Austria, at Weingut 
Tement. Cseke specialises in Central European wines, 
regularly judging wine contests in hungary, and he is in 
the process of setting up his own domaine in the Zala region.

dveri-Pax, Renski Rizling-Riesling, 
ljutomer-ormoz, Stajerska 
Slovenija 2011 (12.5%)
very delicate and expressive with 
lemon zest and apple blossom 
flavours; pure and nicely appetising. 
UK £10.95; Sav, WSo
dveri-Pax, Sipon-Furmint, 
ljutomer-ormoz, 
Stajerska Slovenija 2011 (13.5%)
Ripe pear fruit aromas, complex 
and intense palate with a mineral 
backbone and a clean, long finish. 
UK £10.95; Sav, WSo
Marof, Renski Rizling, Prekmurske 
gorice, Podravje 2011 (14%) C
Fine and delicate nose of orange 
blossom, lemons and minerals; 
youthful structure and a taut finish.

Silver
sweet white

Krainz, Sipon Icewine, ljutomer-
ormoz, Podravje 2008 (9%) C
Poached pear and acacia honey 
notes; pure and intense palate with 
fine acidity and a long finish. 375ml
Ptujska Klet, Pullus Chardonnay, 
haloze, Podravje 2011 (11%) d
intense aromatics of lemon and mango; 
fresh with flavours of lime peel and 
brown sugar; very long. 375ml
Sturm, Prepovedan Sadež, Bela 
Krajina, Posavje 2007 (12.2%) C
Good varietal expression, mango, 
lychee, roses and hints of orange 
blossom; intense, silky with a 
long, complex finish. 250ml
Sturm, Rumeni Muškat, Bela Krajina, 
Posavje 2009 (10%) C
Pleasing aromatic nose of 

orange-flower water, youthful and 
evolving, with a silky, luscious feel 
and a clean, long finish. 375ml
vinakoper, Malvazija Pozna trgatev, 
Koper, Primorska 2009 (13.5%) C
Complex flavours of apricot, orange, 
quince and dried pear, rounded and 
gentle with a decent length. 500ml

Bronze
sparkling white

Bjana, Brut, Brda, Primorska nv 
(12.5%) B
Clean and bright with subtle apple, 
lemon and biscuit flavours and 
a fine mousse.
Ivan Simonič, Semiška Penina 
Suho-Sec, Bela Krajina, 
Posavje nv (11.3%) C
Quite fruity with apple, lychee and 
citrus flavours, very zesty and crisp.
Krainz, Cuvée Bernadette, 
Stajerska, Podravje nv (12.5%) C
Restrained appley nose, fine bubbles 
with a creamy texture and a 
satisfying, yeasty finish.
Puklavec & Friends, Sec, Pinot Blanc 
& Chardonnay, ljutomer-ormoz, 
Podravje nv (11.5%) B
very crisp green apple and blossom 
notes, quite simple but lovely and fresh.

Bronze
sparkling rosé

guerila, Castra Rosé, vipava, 
Primorska 2011 (12.5%) B
intense red and black fruit, easy, 
fleshy style with good bubbles 
and a clean finish.

Bronze
white

dveri-Pax, Janez, Podravje 2012 
(12.5%)
very primary flavours of green melon 
and apple, supple and fresh with a 
minerally finish. UK £6.90; Sav
dveri-Pax, laški Rizling-
welschriesling, ljutomer-ormoz, 
Stajerska Slovenija 2012 (12.5%)
very ripe with hints of grapefruit 
and melon, bright and fresh with a 
green apple finale. UK £7.90; Sav
dveri-Pax, Renski Rizling Pekel ‘M’, 
Maribor, Stajerska Slovenija 2011 (13%)
Charming green-lemon aromas, 
some sweetness but powerful and 
long-lasting. UK £18.90; Sav
dveri-Pax, Sauvignon Blanc, Maribor, 
Stajerska Slovenija 2012 (12.5%)
Understated, with flavours of lime, 
and passion fruit notes; refreshing 
but needs a little time.  
UK £9.90; Sav
dveri-Pax, Sauvignon vajgen, 
Maribor, Stajerska Slovenija 2011 
(14.5%)
Quite peachy and tropical, with 
woody notes. Ripe, forward and 
rounded; nice finish. UK £14.90; Sav
dveri-Pax, Sivi Pinot-Pinot gris, 
ljutomer-ormoz, Stajerska Slovenija 
2011 (13.5%)
Ripe pear and apple-blossom nose, 
with herbal flavours. UK £9.90; Sav
guerila, Pinela, vipava, 
Primorska 2012 (12.5%) B
Fine orange blossom aromatics, 
zesty, fresh palate, quite light but fine.
horvat, Chardonnay, Maribor, 
Stajerska Slovenija 2011 (14%) A

Gentle and appealing notes of citrus, 
peach and vanilla, nicely integrated 
and subtle.
Krainz, Sipon, ljutomer-ormoz, 
Podravje 2011 (11.5%) B
Ripe apple, mineral and citrus nose, 
supple, rounded texture, light and 
pleasant style.
Kristančič dušan, Chardonnay, Brda, 
Primorska 2011 (14%) B
Rich and creamy with melon and 
mineral flavours; refreshing steely 
finish. Good value.
Marof, laški Rizling, Prekmurske 
gorice, Podravje 2012 (13%) B
Fresh lemony aroma, youthful with 
some minerality and a slight spritz; 
hints of grapefruit on the finish.
P&F wineries, gomila exceptional 
Furmint, ljutomer-ormoz, 
Podravje 2012 (13.5%) B
nice intensity and expression 
with peach and red apple fruit 
and a long finish.
P&F wineries, gomila exceptional 
Sauvignon Blanc, ljutomer-ormoz, 
Podravje 2012 (13.5%) B
slightly closed nose but enjoyable 
elderflower and nettle flavours on 
the palate; needs a bit of time.
Smarje-hiša vin emino, Rumeni 
Muškat, Smarje-virstajn, 
Podravje 2012 (11.8%) A
Zesty elderflower aromas, off-dry but 
with plenty of acidity to complement 
the sugar; an excellent aperitif.
vinska Klet goriška Brda, Quercus Sivi 
Pinot, Brda, Primorska 2012 (13.5%)
Clean pear and strawberry nose, 
fragile acidity, quite simple but a 
pleasant finish. UK £8.99; BWC, LVt
vipava, lanthieri Malvazija, vipava, 
Primorska 2012 (13%) B
intense peach and pear nose 
with a hint of acacia; youthful and 
precise with mineral flavours.
vipava, lanthieri Zelen, vipava, 
Primorska 2012 (12.5%) B
lovely expressive flavours of ripe 
nectarine and acacia honey; linear 
and fresh with good length.
Zlati grič, Renski Rizling, Maribor, 
Podravje 2011 (13%) B
very light nose with hints of lemon 
and lime, slightly sweet but clean 
with sherbet and melon on the finish.

Bronze
sweet white

dveri-Pax, Sipon-Slamno, ljutomer-
ormoz, Podravje 2011 (12%)
Baked apples with hints of caramel 
and honey, lacking somewhat in 
complexity but pure and supple. 
UK £45 (375ml); Sav
Kmetijska Zadruga Metlika, Kolednik 
Rumeni Muškat, Bela Krajina, 
Posavje 2006 (10%) E
sweet, buttery and rounded with very 
ripe melon fruit and nuts; has matured 
nicely. 250ml
Kunej, laski Riesling, Bizeljsko-
Sremic, Posavje 2009 (11.6%) C
lots of pear, quince and honey, supple 
with soft acids and a clean, aromatic 
finish. 500ml

Prus, Rumeni Muškat, Bela Krajina, 
Posavje 2011 (11%) E
interesting nose of honey, cake 
and spice, complex with a creamy 
structure and cinnamon on the  
finish. 250ml
Sturm, Chardonnay ledeno vino, 
Bela Krajina, Posavje 2007 (12.5%) C
Rich, sweet pineapple, roasted nuts 
and lemon meringue pie flavours, just 
lacks a touch of acidity. 375ml
Sturm, Rumeni Muškat, Bela Krajina, 
Posavje 2007 (10%) C
Pure flavours of orange zest, rose 
water and mango, very sweet with 
a clean finish. 250ml
vinarstvo druzovič, Pettaus, Srednje 
Slovenske gorice, Podravje 2011 
(8.5%) C
Youthful apple and pear flavours, 
quite fresh and sweet with good 
acidity. 375ml

Commended  
sparkling white
n dveri-Pax, Urban Brut nature, Maribor, 
stajerska slovenija 2008 (12.5%) C n Istenic, 
no. 1 Brut, Bizeljsko-sremic, Posavje nV (12.5%) 
C n Ivan simonič, semiška Penina Barrique, Bela 
Krajina, Posavje nV (11.7%) C n Puklavec & 
Friends, demi sec, Ljutomer-Ormoz, Podravje 
nV (11%) B

Commended white
n Ela Hill, Furmint, Ljutomer-Ormoz, Podravje 
2012 (13%) B n Ela Hill, sauvignon Blanc-

Furmint, Ljutomer-Ormoz, Podravje 2012 (12.5%) 
A n Guerila, Roma, Vipava, Primorska 2009 
(12.5%) B n Guerila, Zelen, Vipava, Primorska 
2012 (11.5%) B n Marjan simčič, Chardonnay 
Opoka, Brda, Primorska 2009 (14%) C n Marjan 
simčič, Chardonnay selekcija, Brda, Primorska 
2010 (14%) B n Marof, sauvignon Breg, 
Prekmurske Gorice, Podravje 2011 (14%) C 
n P&F Wineries, Gomila Exclusive Furmint, 
Ljutomer-Ormoz, Podravje 2012 (13%) B n P&F 
Wineries, nebo sauvignon Blanc-Pinot Grigio, 
Ljutomer-Ormoz, Podravje 2012 (12.5%) A 
n Ptujska Klet, Pullus Zvrst, srednje slovenske 
Gorice, Podravje 2009 (14%) B n Puklavec & 
Friends, sauvignon Blanc, Ljutomer-Ormoz, 
Podravje 2012 (13%) B n Puklavec & Friends, 
sauvignon Blanc-Furmint, Ljutomer-Ormoz, 
Podravje 2012 (12.5%) A n sturm, Traminec, Bela 
Krajina, Posavje 2008 (14.5%) C n Vinska Klet 
Goriška Brda, Quercus Beli Pinot, Brda, 
Primorska 2012 (14%) B

Commended rosé
n Marof, Prekmurske Gorice, Podravje 2012 
(13.5%) B

Commended red
n Hiša Vin Emino, Modra Frankinja, 
smarje-Virstajn, Štajerska slovenija 2011 (12%) A 
n Marjan simčič, Merlot Opoka, Brda, Primorska 
2007 (14%) C n Marjan simčič, Pinot noir, Brda, 
Primorska 2010 (13.5%) C n Otmar sturm, 
Metliska Crnina Ptp, Bela Krajina, Posavje 2012 
(11.5%) A n Vinakras, Teran Prestige, Kras, 
Primorska 2010 (12%) C n Vipava, Lanthieri 
Merlot, Vipava, Primorska 2009 (12.5%) B

Commended 
sweet white
n Kmetijska Zadruga Metlika, Kolednik 
sauvignon, Bela Krajina, Posavje 2011 (10.1%) E 
250ml n Puklavec & Friends, Muscato, 
Ljutomer-Ormoz, Podravje 2012 (10.5%) A 
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wine and by holding this exceptional tasting 

we are achieving this on a global scale”

Sarah Kemp
Publishing Director, Decanter

GLOBAL TASTINGS 1/2.indd   1 20/8/13   14:16:00


